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Neuwg For You is a weskly adult newspsper
published for mew literates on & natiomsl basis in
Syracuse, New York. Since 1960, it has been used as
supplemsat resdiag ia Adult Basic Educaticn and Specisl
Educatioca clssses. Until February, 1963, it was the
only newspaper of its kind in the Uaited States.

In 1966, Mgug For You xeached a circulatiocn of
101,096, When the newspaper’s circulatioa fell three
straight yesrs to 52,569 in 1969, the editor and pub-
lisher of News For You voiced serious comcern.

The purpose of this thesis was to find out fxom

tesshers using the newspaper if it were appropriste

for its readers. Answers were sought for the following

qusstions: Who are its readers? What do the teachers
1ike and dislike about News For You? How can the
‘ newspaper be improved?

The methodology used in this study was the mail
questioanaire. A questionnaixe was designed and sent
May 21, 1969, to 287 teachers using the newspaper.

Oht of 287 questionnaires sent to teachers, 150 or
52 pexr ceant were returned; of these, 6 were termed
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blank o too incomplate for use, therefore, the
final ausber of useabls questiocansirss was 144 or

50 per ceat. The study also involves a coateat and
picture anslysis of News Jor You.

The thesis examines the scsrcity of easy-to-
read material for soms 10 million adults in the United
States who have less than a fourth-grade resding
ability. The potentisl merket for easy-to-resad

periodicals is discussed in terms of the oumber of
students currently enrolled im Adult Basic Rducation

and Special Education classes.
Also exsmined and traced is the histoxy and

philosophy of Mews For You. Briefly examined is
You gnd Your World, a new easy-to-read newspaper

Bl b ik L S i i

which entered the merket in February, i¥69.
The questionsaire reveals that the readership

o!hug[u!wuabwtsopumcwah
f Special Education. The majority of the resders sre

L e e

white and about balf are msle. Teachers indicated
that more space be devoted in the newspaper for the
following subjects: "jodb information,” ''budgeting,"

and "health.”




Twenty-five pexr ceat of the teschers indicated

"1gss spsce" be givea to "black history,"” and 14 pex
ceat indicated ''no space” be givea to "Desr Mery," &
weekly Dear Abby-type columaist.

Reading iaterests and characteristics of the
adult and tesnsge nev literats are auo discussed.
The new literate in this study is defined as an adult
or adolsscaat ultl; a thixd to fifth-grade reading
level.

A number of recommendations are proposed to
improve Mews Yor You, The importance of an “editorial
bslance" in content is emphasised becsuse of the
diversity of teenage and adult readership. Topics
of interest to both teachers in Adult Basic Education

and Special Education are suggssted.
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PREFACE

Why a thesis instead of taking the comprehensive
exams vhich sre definitely less woek? As a former
assistant editor of Mews For You, I felt that there vas
urgent need for such a study. The newspaper had
suffered circulation losses for three straight years,
and no ons really knew why. Much more than merely
fulfilling an acedemsic requiressnt, the study would be
of immediste benefit to the editorisl staff of Neus
For You.

Though not claiming to be s definitive amalysis
of News For You's circulation declime, the study does
offer soms suggestions which may be of importance not
only to News For You, but to amy publisher entering
the supplement education fisld for adult new literatss.
It is also gratifying to belisve that this stucy is
unique and the first of its kind. Perhaps the chief

it




criterion of judging asny study is whether it has

cerved a useful function. 1 have exsuined News For
You closely since the results of my survey were
released to the editorisl staff of Mews For You.
Gradusl changss have taken place: Pags 1 and 2 are

now entirely U.5. and world news; the amouat of

black news has decreased in more proportioa to the
nunsber of black readers; the controversial columnist
Desr Mary is receiving less space. In generel, the
content has tightened up considerably and more emphasis
is being placed on providiag educational aids for the
teachex. The staff is considering publishing a veekly
Teacher's Guide for the first tims. 1 take no credit
for thesse changes, but I would like to belisve that
this study contributed toward these improvemsnts.

Mo ons can fully realize the thousand and two
details that entsr into the crestion of a thesis,
unless be has writtea one himgelf. 'Help,” mo matter
how small, is alvays appreciated.

The writer wishes to express his thanks to all
the peopls who helped by their counsel or perticipation

in this study.

114




Special thanks go to Dr. Robert S, Laubach,

my advigor. He was never too busy to offer ideas,

guidance dnd encouragement at any time of the day.
His organization, Laubsch Literacy, Inc., also
provided the necessary fuands for this study.

1 owe & special indebtedness to Mrs. Caroline

Blakely, editor of News F.r You, for her kind help

and cosperation.

1 mention with special appreciation the
follouing persons for their assistance and cooperation:
Richard W. Fliat w«nd Thomas J. Mooney, editorial
director and managing editor, respectively, of Ycu

And Your World; Wwilliam Jacques, and Robert DiRubbo,

director and coordinmator, respectively, of Washington
Irving Adult Basic Education School, Syracuse, New
York, Jack B, Haskins, research professor at Syracuse
University, Jobn D. Soileau, education program

specialist, U.S. Department of Health, Education, and

. Welfsre, and e staff of ERIC Clearinghouse of Adult

Education, Syracuse, New York.,

1 wish also to express sincere thanks to the

members of the thesis comnittee: Professors Andre
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Fontaine, Robert Kerns, and David Nortonm.
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to my wife, Gloris, for hexr many unselfish hours
helping we prepare and type this thesis. Her daily
encoursgements wers priceless and invalusble, to say
the least.
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CHAPTER 1
THE MEED FOR EASY-TO-READ PERIOCDICALS

In the United States, it is takeu for graated
that everyons can read. With education not oaly
available but compulsory for all children, the assumption
that everyons who has attended school caa read is taken
for fact. The truth is that about 11 per cent
(10 million) of the adult populstion of this countxy
bas not lesrned to resd up to the fourth-srade level.l

Approximately 25 million individuals over the
age of 14 have not completed am eighth-grade educatiom.
It i3 estimated that 3 million axe totally illiterats.
These figures show s serious situation, but they do
not tell the whole story. Many peopls who have
technically "completed" the fifth-grade or eighth-
grade have not actually acquired a fifth-gxrade lsvel
of reading.?

James Pinnock and associates found during a
study of {lliterates in Alabsma that it was quite

1L10yd J. Thompson, Regding DPisability (Spring-
field, J1llinois: Chsrles C. Thomas, 1966), p.ix.
iculum Guide to Adult Basic Education-

U.S. Departmant of Mealth, Education,
and Welfare (GCovermment Printing Press, 1966), p. 3.




common to have a person reporting that he had completed
the twelfth-grade and have evidence of proof, but
when tested, his resding grade equivaleat was between '

the third and fourth-grada,3

The resding problem in the United States i3 &
coantinual ons and not confined to adults. Studies of
reading habits of children in the primsry and elementary
grades indicate that as many as 25 per ceant of them may
be seriocusly retarded in ruding.“

Frsnk Riessmsn estimates that among educationally

deprived children the reading disability is as high as
50 pex cent.” "By 1970, it is estimsted there may be
one deprived child for every two enrolled in schools

in America's fourteen largest cities."® The deprived

n child is alwost always the poor reader.

The lmportance of Resding.-The wide use of
television and radio in nearly every homs in the United

states has not lessened the need for reading.

3James T. Pinnock, et al., of loxrat
of Functiongl Illi in on at
Tuskeges Institute: U.S. Depsrtmest of Health, K tion,

aul Conrad Berg, "Illitexacy at the Crossroeds,"

Basic Education for the Dissdvantaged Adult: Theory and
%x_p_q_c_u,. . by Frank W. Lanniag and Wesley A. Meny
Boston

§ Fso::h:n mtﬂt:h(‘:mny. 1966), pi &7. 114
a ssBan v
(New Y k:lutpundl..ov. s Po .

ibid., p. 1.




Deliberate study on important issues is
relatively impossible from television . ;
and radio summeries. Opportunity for ‘_
re-exsnination and re-study of issues ' 2
is out of the question and only through
reading cen there be s clear grasp of
meaning, thoughtful resction, a .
integration of knowledge gained.

Reading remsins the single most important foc-
of communication svailable and the most effective téol
for contimuing one's education. It is the prerequisite

of learning.
"The world we live in reliss heavily on the

written word for communicstion and information. Tha
news of the day, personal and business affairs, went

ads and employment notices, merriage and death anncunce-
msnts, reports on athletic contests and countless other

bits of information are available to us through the
printed word,"d

There is no substitute for reading. Ths person
vho cannot read and understand often feels isolated,

f if oot alienated, from the world around him.?
Aside from outright illiterates, what cen people
vith thizxd to fifth-grade reading ability read?

73-:3, cit., p. 438.
Guide to Adult ic Education-Reginnine

1avel, g-_ﬂs_u.pg: 1-2.




...readability studies show that such of
the serious reading published today is

above the ninth-grade level of difficulty.

§o is wost of the li.uuturn of our

cultural heritage.lV

The reading level of books, magazines and news-

papers in this country is too difficult for millions of
Americans. Homer Kempfer reported that simpler reading
meterials vere needed for approximately 50 million
adults ia the United States, and that several willion

adults are too weak in reading skill to profit even

from tabloids.ll

fthe Market for Easy-to-Read Periodicals.-If
approximetely 25 to 50 million people need simpler reading

material, why haven't commercial publishers directed
sasy-to-read periodicals toward this large, untapped
market?

The masin reason is purchasing power. 1In general,
poor readers are not highly interested in reading.
They ars usually in the lower incoue group and have
less money to spend to buy periodicals.

Distribution has besn another major probfé%

Until recently, most of the market has not been organ~

10pgul A, Witty, "Campaign Against Illiteracy-A War
We Must Vin,” Basic Education for the Disadvantagsd Adult:

Theory snd Practice, op. cit., p. 62.
lljomer Kempfer, “"Simpler Reading Materials Nesded
for 50,000,000 Adults,” g§ehool Life, My, 13950, p. 115,




ized for mass sale. Publishers have been reluctant
to prepare and distribute essy-to-read periodicals for
adults of low, reading ability because of tis undefined
market. However, in the last few years, thexe has been
a rapid increase of students enrolled in Adult Basic
Education programs and in Special Education classes,
creating a mass, captive sudience for supplement reading
materials.

Growth of Adult Basic Education.-The problem of
the uneducated adult was highlighted during world Wer 11
when the Arrad Services rejected over 3 million men of
13 to 37 years of age. Those turned down on the

grounds of "'mental deficiency’ totaled 716,000.12

The 1960 Bureau of the Census reported that there
were 8.3 miliion persons in the United States age 25
and over with less than 5 years of schoonng.u

However, little was done for the uneducated

adult in Awerica until 1964 when Congress made provisions

for Adult Basic Education under Title 1Ib of the Econonic
Opportunity Act. This was the first federal effort to

help schools teach adults to read, speak properly,

12g14 Ginzberg and Douglas W. Bray, Ihe Uneduceted
(New York: Columbis University Press, 1953), p. ix.

uu.s. Bureau of the Census, Curront Population

Reports, Series P-23, No.8, YEstimates of Illitexacy,
by States: 1960."




write and do arithmstic well enough to qualify for

jobs or job treiring.l®
In the fiscal year 1965, 37,991 adults, age 13

and over, were enrolled in state adult basic programs.
Nineteen states had soms form of Adult Basic Education,
but th; majority of the programs were small. For
example, New York state had 134 students enrolled in
1965; Texas and Illinois had none. North Carolina
had the largest enrollment of all the states, 17,000.

With appropriations from Congress, the number
of students enrolled in state programs increased to
377,660 in 1966. Total number of studeats enrolled
was expected to reach 531, 436 by end of fiscal year
1969.15 Two southera states, Texas and North Carolinas,
had more than 50,000 students enrolled in Adult Basic
Education programs in 1969.

Growth of Special Education,-Interest in Special
Education stems from the findings that children “remain

retarded in all other subjects due to inability to

read."190

With reading dissbilities running as high as

1"Hayno Otto and David Ford, Teasching Adults to Read
(Boatoni Houghton Mifflin Company, 1967), pp. 6-7.
Sletter with figures of Adult Basic Education enrollment

from John D. Soileau, Education Program Specialist, U.S. Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of Education,
July 241 1969. See appendix.

SRiessman, op. cit., p. l15.




25 to 50 per cent among children im public schools,
a large majority of school systewms in the United States 3
today provide sowe type of Special Education scrvices i
and well over a million children and young people were
being served by such programs in the 1960%s.17
In 1967-63, there were 2,133,956 students

enrolled in various Special Education classes in the ’ é
public schools. Over a million students were in
classes for the speech impaired, and neasrly 700,000

pupils were in classes for the mentally retarded.l13

The mentally retaxrded are considered zs those whose
1Q is below 30. From 2 to 3 per cent of the total
school population will fall into this catcgory.lg
Special public school classes for the mentally retarded
have grown from one class in 1393 to 20,000 in the
1960's. %0

The continual increase of students being
enrolled in Special Education and in Adult Basic

Education programs has created mass, organized markets

for easy-to-read periodicals aimed at the teensger,

173. R. Gcarﬁ;art, Adoinistration of Special Education

-~ v

£ -
13ggeimates of Current Manpower Needs in Education for

the Handicapped,’ Bureau of Education for the Handicapped, U.S.

Office of Education, Washington, D.C., December, 1368. See

appendix.
lgcoathoart, op._cit., p. 15.

201bid.




and for the first tiws on an :rganized scale, the sdult.

Periodicals for New Literates.-The term, ‘‘new

literate,” as used in this study mesns 'any adult or
adolescent who has at some period acquired the basic
technique of reading, but who has not yet developed his
skill tc the point where ha can read with speed,
fluency, and cosplete undcrutanding."21 His reading
level is at the third to fifth-grade.

The new literate cannot read '‘standaxrd’ news-
papers, magazines, znd books. He needs literature
published at an intermediate level with writing controls
on vocabulary, sentence length, and sentence structure.??

Word lists, readability formulas, and a number
of other tools developed by research mske it possible
for periodicals to be written at the intermediatve
level. Kot much is poassible below the third-grade
level because of the lack of adequate reading vocabularies
of the new literates. The third-grade level is the
beginning stage of resding where the new literate can
begin to read simple English with some degree of

fluency and undcrscandtnz.23

2lpavid Manning White and Robert §. Laubach, ''Some
Editorial Problems of Preparing a Periodical for New Literates,’

Periodicals for New Literates, No. 22 (Paris: UMESCO, 1957), p. 5.

221bid.
23Robert S. Laubach, Syracuse University journalism

lecturer, and executive director of Laubach Literacy, Inc.,
Syracuse, New York. Class lecture, September, 1963.




The vaius of the newspaper in legxaing to read
is a long, recognized ons. It has been used successfully

{n pumezous fcreign countries teaching new literatss to

‘read.

One of the first rewspapers for new literates
vas printed by Frank C. Laubach in the 1930's. The
paper, called Lanao Progress, had a circulation of around

1,200 and was written for the Moros, a Moslem tribe on
the island of Mindanao in the Philippines.?% Simple
words were used and sentences were kept short.
Many developing countries today publish newspapers

for new literates including India, Kenya, and Mexico.

The great value of the newspaper in

literacy training is that it creates

the reading habit, because it is

published regularly and deals with

topical and current events. At the

ssoe time, through careful selection
of conteat, it can instruct and

sducate. ..

The periodical can, better than any other typs
of literature, develop the desixe and even the craving
for reading. 1Its value, in terms of its psychological
role, its content, and its tinsliness, demands that it

be given an important place in a well integrated

R L UL I e Wl e i b il AL 2, At S
Fahis " i A S B L LA L L

24Prank C. Lgubach, founder and President of Laubach
Literscy, Inc., Private intexview held at hiz office, Syracuss,

July, 1969.
254gipple Reading Materials for Adults: Its Preparation

and Use,”" Manuals on Adult and Youth Education, No. 3 (Paris:
uMESCo, 1963), p. 28.
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literature program ior new literates. It paves (he

way for the development of reading of standard news-

papers.26

The newspaper is often one of the first things
that s new literats will want to read. "In Israe.,
there is a special newspaper which has sections of
varying difficulty, enabling the new literate as he
progresses, to read an even larger amount of the same
paper, to which he is eancouraged to remain loyal as
be improves in reading skill,"27

The newspaper has been singled out by U.S.

sducators as a ''living textbook,” and has been used
extensively in the public schools in the last few
yesrs to wotivate students to read.

Stewart R. Macdonsld, executive director of

Aunrican XHewspaper Publishers Association, described

the newspaper as a product of the adult world. 1t
is & slice of life and oriented to reality, not
theory. They [newspapers] motivate students to
read, observe, gather facts, detect bias, think
critically, [and] come to reasoned conclusion through

26uhite and Laubsch, op. cit., p. 6.

27charles Jefferies, %gggz: A World Problem (London:
Pall Mall Press, 1967), p. .
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a medium that will be a student's lifelong coupanion."z8

It is estimated that while 5C per cent of the
adults who read in the United States say they read no
books during a yoar, 80 per cent are not without thelir
daily gress.zg

Kempfer put the number of newepaper readers in
this country a¢ 35 per cent against only 25 per cent

who read boois and 50 per cent who read megszines.30

A survey of reading materials in the homes of
355 new litarates revealed that a little over one-third
of the honses had either books or magazines while over
60 per cent ccutained newspapers.3l |
TABLE 1

READING MATERIAL IN 855 HOMES OF NEM LITERATES

Resding lMaterial Number® Per cent
Kewspaper 335 60.4
Books 343 39.3
Magazines 340 33.4

8Total is greater than the sample because some items
marked more than once.

Chal A el D S A

Post-Standard, Syracuse, New York, July 7, 1969, p. 12.

29paniel Katz, et al. ed., Public Opinion and Pro nda
(New York: The Dryden Press, 1954, p. 236.

30y enpfer, op. cit., p. 115,

3lp¢to end Ford, op. cit., p. 15.
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Howsver, an sttempt to xead a typical daily

newspapexr is frustrating for the new literste, for
even the headiines msy confuse snd confound him.
Editorials are ususlly far too cosplex and even the
simplest ites may contain —wre unknown terms than the
new adult literate can tolerats. Yet the adult is
faced with & need to understand first-hand events
that sight well aifect his futurs, whether that future
be imsediste or remots.3?

§ince the newspaper reflects socisty, it belps

| give readers a reslistic understanding of the problems
- in America and in the world. It helps the reader

keep pace with the rapid changes in our times.

Before permaneat publications can be
edited, priated, and found many of
the theories, meterials, and ideas
are obsolete. These factors make
the importance of the newspaper a
| greater in the tesching program...d3

The Need for g Study of Hews For You.-A pionesr
in its field, Mews For You was the first weskly adult
nevspaper writtem and published in easy English for

nev literates on s national basis in the United States.
The newspaper vas written originally in 1939 excliusively

3241111am b, Sheldon, "What the Teachers' Association
x Can Do to Help Develop Reading," Literacy Haadbook (Washington,
4 D.C.: publishing assistance from UNESCO, 1967), p. 13. ;
| 33perry J. Ashley, "Mass Communication and Kducation,"
". b, u. c. c‘,m. Jr.’

Claggroom (Lexiagtom: The Unl.vcnfty c’ Keatucky, %%ESS. p. 3.




or adults in forefgn-born classes in Syracuse, New
York. Encouraged by its popularity oa a local scale
among teachers and students, the editor and publisher,
Carolino Blakely and Robert §. Laubach, respectively,
decided to publish News For You on a nation-wide basis
in 1960. The newspsper caught on after a few years
and eirculation increased gradually to a high of
26,600 ia 1964. Circulation shot up to 37,995 in
1965, and reached 101,096 ia 1966. However, tho |
circulation dropped the following year to 75,816. 1m
1963, circulation fell off to 65,065 and fell again to

52,569 in 1969. The editor snd publisher voiced

conceZn over the sharp drop in circulaticn. See [ASIE 2.
After s rapid growth in cizculation, why the

substantial drop in circulation in the last three

years? Wers the teachexs satisfied witb the nevs~-

paper? Was it suitable for its readers? Who wers

ics t@:s? These wexre some of the questions poised

by the editor and publishex that lead to this study.
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TABIE 2

s PN
T A S i i

MEWS FOR YOU CIRCULATION FIGURES, 1960-693%

—

Yeax Nighest wesk Circulation *
1960 Unknown 250 |
1961 Unkanown 5,000
1962 Unknown 8,000
1963 Unknown 14,000
1964 Deceuber 31 26,600
1965 Decembar 12 87,995
1966 January 1 101,096
1967 April 7 75,816
1968 February 9 65,065
1969 January 24 52,569

*ighest weekly circulation for year

R

The writer felt that a study of Mews Joxr You
would be an important and relevant topic for a thesis,

and that the informstion gained would be of practical
valus to News For You im formulating future editorial

policies and objectives. The fact that News For You
was the first adult newspaper published for new

%&o&hy Aires, circulation msnager of News
For You., Circulation figures obtained from Mrs. Aires
in a private interview held at her office in Syracuss,
June, 1969,




literates on a nationsl level also made this study

worthwhile.

The writer served on the staff of News For
You during 1968-65 as an assistaat editor and felt
competent to undertake a study of the newspaper.

The following chapter gives s concise history
of News For You and explains its objectives and

philcsophy.
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CHAPTER 11

HISTORY OF NEWS FOR YU

Syracuse University School of Journalisa ia
1952 became the first college in the United States to
offer courses in literacy journaliss. Frank C. lLaubach,
a pioneer in Adult Basic Education, was the originator
of the graduates pnrograms vhich leads today to a Mastexr
of Arts degree in literacy journalisa. Students are
offered ccurses in writing for new literates and
preparing easy-to-read msterials. Ths courses are
taught by Frank's son, Robert §. Laubach.

As part of s class project, students in Laubach's
writing course wrote and printed a class newspaper.
The newspaper was intended to provide the studeats
experience in preparing and writing a periodical zoz
new literates. However, the newspaper was not
distributed or read by new literates.

Mrs. Helen Hewitt, the former director of

Adult Basic Education in Syracuse, suggested to Laubach
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a need for easy-to-read periodicals for adult new
literates in Syracuse. Students in Laubach's class
were enthusiastic about the idea. In the spring
semester of 1959, an experimental edition of the
newspaper was printed and circulated to foreign-born
students in adult education classes at Prescott Adult
Evening School in Syracuse, New York.1

The first issue was dated February 2, 1959,
and consisted of one 3%" x 11" page printed on both
sides. Two bundred copies of the newspaper were

mimeographed and distrisuted free to students in
Prescott. 2

Students wrote all the copy and typed it on
multilith masters for reproduction on a multilith
offset printing press.

The newspaper was published weekly the remainder
of the semester at Syracuse University on a budget of
$4 a week. In the spring semester of 1960, Laubach's
class continued to experiment with the newspaper on

a local level.

Encouraged by its popularity among Prescott

P K (H’"‘“ ¥

lcaroline Blakely, editor of News For You. Personal
interview held in her office, Syracuse, July, 1969.
210uise H, Ellerker, "Content Analysis of News For You,"

an unpublished graduate paper, january 9, 1969, pp. 1-4.
Paper on file at News For You office, Syracuse.




teachers and students, Laubach decided to try pub-
lishicg the newspaper on a national scale in the fall
of 1960. Caroline Blakely, a member of the 1959
class, became the editor.

The format of the nevwspaper was changed to
four pages, 7' z 10", The type was set on a Justo-
writer and printed by offset. EBesides the editor,
sembers of the staff ioncluded a production manager
and an artist. Graduate students in Laubach's class

contributed articles.

At the beginning, News For You's basic objective

was to present local and national news of the week for
its readars. News stories were written in a journal-
istic style and approach (the five W's). Regulasr
features included a monthly quiz, women in the news,
special days, and a series on famous persons. Most
of News For You's readers were in adult classes for
the foreign-born. About 13 per cent of the space in
the newspapar vas devoted to line drawings and
fllustrations. 1In the beginning of the year, sub-
scription rates were $1.25 for 15 weeks with special

18
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discounts for groups, depending on the size of order.
The rate: wers later changed to $1 for 17 weeks (one
semsster). The newspaper was printed from October
to May.

Highest veekly circulation after the first year
was 750. The circulation was small, but Laubach felt
that a market did exist for such a periodical. The
decision was made to publish the newspsuper the following
year with an increase in promotion.

Gther changes were also msde. MNews For You
came cut in two editions in 1961-62, level A" and
“"B¥. The A" edition was written at & thixd to
fourth-grade reading level and the ‘'B’ edition from
fourth to fifth-grade. The format was changed to
3% x 11", four pages. The fiag was redesigned.

A Teacher's Guide was also introduced and
distributed free to the teachers using News For Tou.
Its purpose was to inform the teachers of new articles
in the newspaper and %o offer ideas how to use the
newspaper more effectively in the classrooms.

Circulation reached 5,000 and was confined primarily
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to the foreign-born in Adult Basic Rducation classes.
some copies were sent to teachers in Special Education
in remedial reading classes.3

In 1962-63, News For You continued to experimoat
with the newspaper. The newspaper came out in three
editions: "AA" (sasier); “A" (easy); "B" (harder).
Layouts and photographs were the sams in each adition,
but the difficulty of content varied according to the
level. 1late in the year, the format was changed to
a tabloid size, 11¥" x 17, four pages. Ihc newspaper
vas printed on newsprint. A contract was made with
United Press International to furanish current, 'news’
photographs on a veekly schedule. About 30 per cent
of the space was devoted to photographs.

The Teacher's Guide continued to be published
annually and zent free to the teachers. Students in
Laubach's class continuved to contribute articles,
but the majority cf articles were written by graduate
assistants working pari-time for News For You while
studying at Syracuss University.

Circulation incrsased stoadily and reached .

-‘ SRl U B Tl ra E b Uhe ol i et wa BRLLULERG UM M Ll r o n L e ElL Al _...._“ -

sround 8,000 with—the nowspeper going to40-—states.

Jllhﬂm. oP. cit., p. 5.
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In 1963-64, Pews Yor You coantimued to gain 1ia
circulation, climbing to sbout 14,000. The froat
pags was devoted entirely to nstional and world news
of the week. Price of the mewspaper imcressed by
25¢ to $1.25 for 15 weseks. Price per siagle sub-
scription was 8¢. However, the group rate foxr oxders
of 6 or more was 4¢ per newspaper.

In 1964, Coagress msde provisicns for Adult
Basic Kducation programs for the first tims snd
Jews Fox You's cixculation leaped to 87,995 ia 1964-63,
with the adveat of these programs. A Spanish edition
was printed for the first tims on a trial basis during
the year.

In 1965-66, Mews For You coatinued its xapid
growth with circulation increasing to 1C1,096.

Content becams more diversified. Consumer educatiomal
features such as "fasily finsnce' and "health” were
added. An essay question was priated esch moath fox

students to answer and mail to Mews For You. The

best letters wexe printed.
Because of lack of demand and eost of printing,




the Spaeanish aad "AA" editicas were dropped, leaviag
wp" edition (fourth to fifth-grade) amd "A" edition
(thixd to fourth-grads).

with cireulatioa above 100,000, Foxr You
hived its first full-tims editorial assistsat.
Previous assistants bad been pact-tins workers asd
graduate students.

Aftexr s steady and rapid growth in cixculation,
Newg Fox You experienced its first drop in circulsatioa
in 1966-67. Circulstion fell to 75,816. Pract of
the explanstion was due to the transfer of the Adult
Basic Eduestion director in Texas. He bad beea
chiefly respeasibls for ozdering 30,000 copies of
Jous For You seat to ruu."

Now features is 1966-67 included a "gpotlight"
story run weskly on 8 hero, usually s member of &
sisority group. Articles om jobs and foeds were
also featured.

The emphasis remained on nationsl and werld

oewe in 1967-68. Mery Stewert, & "Desr Abby-type"
columnist, began & weekly sezies. Readsrs wers

Aplakely, 5. eit., July, 1969.
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urged to write direct t2 her for persomal eonsultation.
As an incentive to gaia reader interest, s §1 bonus

uvas avarded to those whose letters were primted im

the newspaper on the essay question. About 300 lsttexs
ssTe zaceivad esch moath. The ""spotlight” raa

features sbout uakmows people who had overcoms handi-
caps in life and made comtributiocas to socisty.

Cizrculation resched 65,063, & drop for the
second straight year.

News Jor You began a weekly black histoery sexies
called Afro-Amexicans in 1963-69. It txaced the
Negro history in Amsrica froa slavery to the preseat.
The series ran weekly from October to Juns.

The neuspaper comtinued to publish Deasr Msry,
spotlight and various educationsl aids for the teasher--
weekly quis, crossword puszls, and monthly essay in
different issuss. A series of consumsr educstionsl
articles on foods, heslth, and monsy wers xun du:h.
the yesr. Sports received greatsr emphasis in the
newspaper during the year. Previous thiskiag wes
that the majority of the readers wexe adult and

P LT
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femsle, and they were not interested in sports.

In January, 1969, the Justowriter was replaced
with an IBM computsrized composing mechine. The Meus
Jor You flag was redesigned. A special eight-pagse
edition was printed May 14, with a four-psge insext
devoted entirely to jobs and job information.

The price per newspasper increaced to 10¢ at the
beginning of the year, The charge was 5¢ per copy
if six or moze were sent to the same address. This
was the first increase in price since 1963-64.

Circulation fell for the third comsecutive
yesr; the high reaching 52,569,

The Decline in Circulst{os.-Circulation is
probably ons of the best msasures of gauging the
suecess and acceptance of sny newspsper. Since 1966,
the eirculation of News For You has dropped froam
101,096 to 52,569, nearly a 50 per ceat decreass.

The newspsper has recorded a circulation loss for
thres straight yeaxs.

Frank Ruckexr deseribed circulatiom as the
"¢hermomster by which he [pubilibar] determines
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~hether his veaders are growing cold to his newspaper
or are warsing up to his product and his or;nnt:a:ion."’
The publisher krows that he has sound property

when the circulation holds its own or increases steadily.
He becomes worried when a substantial drop is evident
even temporarily, and dissatisfied when the grand total
fails to go up.6

Mrs. Blakely, editor, lists several possible
reasons for the decrease in circulstion: (1) steady
increase in price of News For You; last year, an
increase from 3 to 10¢ for single copies and from 4 to

3¢ for group rates; (2) mors supplementary material
oa the market and less need for News Foxr You;

(3) lesss promotion to sell News For You to teachers;
and (4) less funds available for compensatory
education.” She also mentioned that in February,

1969, a new publication, You apd Your World, entered
the supplementary educational fisld and vas geared

to the same adult audience of News For Jou.

Philogophy.-The two basic aims of Maws For You
are to provide current news that is isteresting to

SFrask W, Rucker, Newspgper Circulstion; What, Vhere,
3 !g!ng!‘61-na, Iowa: The Iowa State Press, 1958), p. 6.

os Po 6.
"slakely, op, eit., July, 1969
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sdults im easy-to-read languags, and to traim grsduate
asssistants to writs for new literates through Syracuse
University's liter::s journslism progras. The
assistaants are swarded nine hours of resmitted tuition
at Syracuse University snd receive s moathly stipead

of $200 for ten months. In retura, the assistants
work tweanty hours per wesk for Mews For You as assistant
editors. A thixd aim has besn to prove that a

commercial publisher could publish s periodieal

« written for adult mew literates and make money. News

; Mmomummummw:m-u

( profits the last few years.

| stressing the "news,” the main objective of
News Jor You is to give informetion. 1ts purpose is
mtumhr‘dmwmm-ulhwttoum
news and to emcourags the habit of m.a The
newspaper is intended to guide the student towsrd the

use of the regular newspeper.

Our witiag philosophy is from s
journalistic approsch rathexr than
educational. Most of our writers
are journslists. Ve fesl that the
teschers usiag the newspaper can
use it in class as it is without &

S1bid.
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lot of educational guides for the
teschers. Ve do, howsver, include
soms educational helps from Lissue
to issue: crossword puulg. essay
question and weekly quisx.

Mews For You carries no editorial amd does not
taks sides on issues, but it does have s liberasl point
of view.

119 a 1iberal and so is the publisher. Those
with 1liberul philosophies usually stand for the dis-
advantagsed and the poor, and we tend to print msterial
that is related to this group. No doubt, the liberal
viewpoint is reflected in the nswuspaper.

However, we do try to include conservative
viewpoints. A lot of our writers have come from
religious backgrounds, and they tend to be conservative. 10

1963-69 Content.-The first page of News For You
was U.5. and world news. Page 2 consisted of news,
features and interpretative reporting of curreant
events in the news, for example, "Drugs and their use,”
'the Pusblo trial.” Pags 3 consisted of the Afro-
Amsrican seriss, Desr Mary, and usually a column from

gSyracuse health and welfare organisations on foods,

91bid. |
10514xely, op. cit., July, 1969,
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health, and budgets. The "'spotlight” feature ran
on page &4 with a television article. The weekly
quiz and other educational aids also appeared on
page 4.

The newspaper goes to press on Tuesday nigit
and is mailed Thursdayrand Friday to the teachers for
use the following week in the classroom. The news
is aluays sbout ten days old by the time the students
read the newspaper.

The content is geared to adalt interest. Out-
side of Dear Mary column, which appeals to adults and
teenagers, nothing is printed exclusively for the
tesnager. Occasionally, the spotlight featured &
teensager.

The articles in the newspaper are sritten at
third to fifth-grade reading level, but the writers
do not follow a readability formula,.

The editors of NFY believe that simple,
direct sentences sre of greater importance
than vocabulary to the sdult reader.ll

The writers follow recognized rules for writing

simply. The average sentence length for the “A”

IL!.IChlt'l Guids, annual publication of News
FOt YOU, 1966-67. Po 1.
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edition is eight words and twelve words for the "B
edition. Tha stress is ca simpla words and active
voice. Sentence pattern is aoun-vnh—objoct.u
The Gunning formula is used occasionally to check the
readicg level of the newspaper.

Readership.-Mrs. Blakely informed the writer

in September, 1968, that the majority of the Teadsrs
of News Jor You were aduit, fessnle, and in the lower
income groups. Many were oa welfsre and poor. A
lzcge percentage were black. A largs nusber were
also ia Specisl Education classss. The adult readers
included: Americans with low-level skills; American
Indians; the foreign-born; students in Adult Basic
Education programs; correctionsl institutions and
prisons; nental institutions; private organizations
and groups like Laubach Literacy centers; Job Corps;
Manpownr Developamsnt Traiming Agency; opportunity
industrial centers; community poverty programss; and
the United States military. Most of the readers ia
Special Zducaticn were teenagers in remedial reading
classes, work study programs, and classes for the

121gacher's Guide, op. cit., P 1.
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mentally retardad. 13 %
Mrs. Blakely felt that many of the tesnagers |

preferxed the adult content and format of News For

You, and that was one reason why teachers in Special

Education used it though News For You uas an adult

newspaper. Mrs. Dlakely mentloned that most of the
readers were adults but there was no ‘typical reader”
of News For You. However, there vere some common
characteristics of the resdexrs.

There 1s no typical illiterate. 3ut
there are soms common traits we know
they share. They have low-reading
skills and are mostly in the low-income
groups. These paople have short-ternm
goals. 7They want imzsediate information,
imwediate results. They are not used
to reading and need an organized reading
program such as the classroom provides.
The students are not educated in
xiddle~class values, but they are highly
creative. They can't spell very well,
but some of the best material we print
in News For You comes from these people
in answer to our .sfzy questions. They
tall it like it is.

Controversy.-As an adult newspaper for adults,
News For You has felt that it could print articlss on
most subjects without any serious repercussions.

When News For You was small and confined to adult

13lllkcly, op._cit.
141b1d,

RN
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resdership, this approach proved ao problea. How~
ever, as the circulation increased, a larger percentage
of the readers were teenagers in Special Education
classes in public schools.

On January 23, 1963, the Chicago Board of
Education cancelled a 5,000 subscription order.
Excerpts from the letter read:

We recognize that News For You is an
adult publication. We oxdered it for
use in & remedial reading program at
the elemsntsry school level, however,
[sic] because of its easy readability
and coverags of material relevant to
our pupils; world news and current
events.

Howsver, recent issues coatsin
articles vhich are clsarly either too
advanced or insppropriates fcxr children
of the age group which we serve; thus
we fesl that we must cancel our sub-
scription. The cancellation does not
reflect dissatisfaction with gr
criticism of the periodicll.l

This was the first large-size cancellation of
News For You. Mrs. Blakely called the Chicago school
board director and was informed that the teachers
didn't object to the articles, but the parents of the
children had. The parents felt that their children,

lsL.tt.r received from Chicago Board of Education,
January 23, 1963. Letter on fils in News For You offiece,
Syracusse.
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sge 13 to 15, didn't need such information as printed

in News For You. They objected to an article about

Y. D. and a Dear Mary column giving advice to a girl
on premarital pregnancy.

Mrs. Blakely remarked, ‘‘the V. D. rate among
tesnagers is very high. Teenagers are having more

babies than ever before. I'm sure News For You won't

stop thea from getting V. D. or having mcre babies or

having less premserital sex, but at least we thought it

necessary to inform our readers about such ptoblc.s.“ls

How to handle controversial material in the
classroom has always been a perplexing and difficult
problem. Topics like Sex Education have engendexed
heated debates among parents, teachers, and students.

Teaching about controversial issues
in our deeply divided society never-
theless remains & difficult and
demanding task. There are some signs
that the community pressures that
traditionally have circumscribed the
teacher's freedom are lessening.

The question most often raised today
is not whether controversial issues
should be treated in the classrooms
but how. Teachers, themselves,
better educated and more comspetent
professionally than ever before, are
demanding a stronger voice in dater-

16p1akely, op. cit., July, 1969.
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mining what should be taught in the
classroom. But sany mindless pressures
remain--and until they are contained,
the schools generally will prepare the
rising generation only imperfectly_for
the world in which they aust live.

After the Chicago cancellation, News For You

continued to publish articles on sex education;
however, the articles were printed during the summer
vhen the teenage readersnip was lowest. Most

gchools order News For You during the school yesr

from September to May. Orders are solicited through
the mail. News For You prints 50 issues per year,
shutting down for two weeks at Christmss. Circulation
in the summer trails off to around 15,000 to 20,000.
The newspapsr loses money during the summer moaths,

but the editorial staff feels that it is ouseptial'i§
publish twelve months of the year to keep new literates
reading full time. Students not in regular summer
classes are offered News For You at special summer
discount rates. In the summer of 1969, students
could crder 15 weeks of Mews For You for $1, a savings
of 50¢ from the regular price, of 10¢ per 1issue.

Closs to 300 students took advantage of the low 1969

rti

17gditorial, "Education in America,” Saturday
Review, May 18, 1968, p. 68.
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summer rates. 18

In 1968-589 the weekly black history series
drew more comsent than any other item ever printed in
Nevws For You. Several teachers praised the seriass,
but the majority of letters received during the year
were negative. A few teachers cancelled their sub-
scription orders. The stress on black history also
created resentment from other minority groups. One
teacher (Navajo) cancelled his subscription and wrote:

...We are cognizant of the fact that

you publish an over abundance of stories
and features concerning the Negro
population. We fesl that this minority
group bears no more importance than our
own and many others. You don't object-
ively present news of the many sub-

culture groups ghat exist in our great
United Stltcs.l

Mrs. Blakely fslt that the inclusion of the
black Listory vas important and appropriate. It was as
relsvant to the white reader as to the black.

"Megro history had never been covered before in the
classroom, and we felt that there was a need for {t.
We printed it with the idea that blacks and whites

would come to understand each other better.”20

18,4ves, op. cit., July, 1969.

1914tter received from a teachez, July 17, 1949,
Letter on file in News For You Office, Syracuse.

zollakcly, op. eit., July, 1969.
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The year 1968-69 was the year for black
history. Many public schools and colleges iacluded
courses on it for the first tims. Several nstional
publications such as Life magasine, and the Christian
gcience Monitor ran regular articles covering blsck
history. The Post-Standard, Syracuse, Tan & sexries
about black heritage.

However, Mrs. Blakely mentioned that '"there is
aow 8 backlash agsinst the Negro,” The 1968
Presidential elsction showed indications of this when
Gecrge VWallace, & stroag segregationist, pulled over
aise million votes.2l Ome teacher wrote that ber
students "fesl the subject is being pushed at them."?

Several teachers charged that News Foz You w=as
s "black" newspaper in 1968-69. Mrs. Blakely remarked
that "an awful lot of blsck material was printed ia the
newspaper. The Afro-American series ran from
October to early June, some 32 articles. Vhen a
black spotlight appeared on page &, the newspaper did
look black.!"23

The black history series was completed in Jume,

2lyiua, Novesber 13, 1968, p. 19.

22; otter received from teacher; July, 1969. latter
on file at Bows Jox You office, Syracuse.

43314kely, op, cit., July, 1969.
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and the newspaper does not intend to continue the
series in 1969-70. "There is no need. Our intentions
7t the beginning were to cover the history of all the
minority groups, and not the blacks alone. Ve
haven't decided to do histories of other minority
groups. It may create more trouble- than it does xood."z4

We don't shun controversial matter.

I think we include more controversial

matter than any other newspaper like

ours beczuse we feel that adults and

teenagers know that there are problems

and controversy in the world. You

can't hide it from them.Z5

Mrs. Blakely remarked that the newspaper doesn't

try to give good news all the time or bad news, and
that the newspaper doesn't try to mske all the decisions
for the reader.

News For You looks like a real news-

paper, and we strive to print the

news that peopie are telking about,
and some of it is controversial.Z6

In 1963-69 the staff of News For You consisted

of two full-tims employees, (both female) and two

graduate aasistants, one male and one femals.

24plakely, op. cit., July, 1969.
231bid.,

261p1d.
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You and Your World

In Februsry, 1969, You snd Your World entered
the supplement educationsl merket for students agse 15
and older. The publication is printed by American
Education Publications with odigorul. offices in
Middletown, Comnecticut.
This weskly eight-pags newspaper is aimed at
the sams sudisnce as News For You.
We rather expect that a good share
of our merkst is comprised of oldex
educabls mentally retaxded childrea,
remedial reading students, slow
learning students, and vetarded
readers in disadvantaged areas. Ve
know in the fall we will have wide

distribution among adult educatiom
classes. 4’/

Although Mews For You and You and Your World
are aiming at the sams market, their spproach and

philosophy are entirely differeat.

Philogophy.-Thomas Moonsy, the menaging editor,
described the basic philosophy of You and Your World
as "'to improve the reading skills of our subscribers.”

News For You selects topics for the newspaper

based upoa theii "news value.” You gné Your World

27‘Bwlu Moomsey, mansging editer, of L.u_,_gg_y_?
World, Niddletown, Comnecticut. Personal letter received

June 23, 1969.
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selects its articles "on the basis of their educational
value and their degree of high interest. Topics are
selected which appesl to older students' interest,

which are relevant to their lives, and which broaden
their experiences in both the intellectual and affective
domains. 28

while News For You's approach is journalistic,

You and Your World's is academic. This is probably

the biggest difference between the two publications.

Each issue of You and Your World is oriented to skills

commonly needed by poor readers--word recoganition,

reading comprehension, and interpreting symbols.

Development of map reading, techniques, and cartoon
interpretations are also & part of the total skills
program. Additional suggestions for reading develop-

ment are contained in a teacher's cdition.29

Richard W, Flint, editorial director, described
You and Your World's approach as “instructional.”

ie¢ are in the supplement education
business. We are very conscious

of concepts relevant to educational
goals. Ve build in certain educa-
tional skills for our readers in
every issue.

zsnoonoy, op. cit., July, 1969.
291bid.
30pichard W, Flint, editorial director of You and Your

‘World. Interview held at his office, Middletown, Connecticut,
July 30, 1969.
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The writers of You and Your World have back-
grounds as teachers, and they approach the paper from
s teachers' viewpoint. ‘We emphasize the educational
motive of learning instead of just presenting news to

our raadorc.“31

Controversy.-Flint mentioned that You and Your

World does not take sides, and is non-political.

Cur point is not to indoctrinate.

wWe give both sides to controversial
items. Ve don't impose our point

of view on our readers because ve
don't sell You and Your World on the
newastand. Our aim is to bring our
readers up to the fifth-grade reading
level. After that, they can begin
the ‘cafeteria style' and pick and
choose what they want to read.32

Ideally, a newspaper written for new literates
should be objective because the readers are not
sophisticated enough to detect bias., However, being
completely objective is a difficult if not impossible
task for any publication, regardless of its editorial
policy. S8ince only a portion of the facts can be
included in the limited space of any newspaper, the
editor must sslect those items which are to appear.

“In the very process of selection, he [@dttoﬁ] of

31l1bid.
3Zp1int, op. cit., July, 1969.




necessity interprets the mews. Far from being
objectionsble, interpretation msy help the reader to
react to the facts."33 |

Examples of biss imclude:

1. The editor's decision to quote certain
authorities.

m e v B 2kl b L

2. The comperiag and evaluation of possibls
courses of action.

3. The placessat of news stories in the paper.

4. The selection of the aspect of the story
on whish to write the lead.

Ethaic Groups.-You and Your World eadesvors to
present multi-ethnic features. Stories t-;turm
Orientals, Indisns, Mexicans, and Negross have appsared
in verious issues of the first 15 oditions.34

Flint remerked that the staff looks st the
ethnie problem very closely because s lot of the readers
sre multi-ethnic. However, there bave been no reader-
ship studies to determins whc are the readers. A
resdership survey was planned for the fall of 1969.
Flint wentioned that the editorial staff does not
hesitate to changs leyouts and stories in the newspapex
1£ the ethutc balance is out of proportion. However,

33Romt D. Murphy, "'laterpretiveCoverage of Publie
Affairs,” Www (Syracuse
University workshop, 1963) School of Journalism vertical file,
P 7o

o S4pooney, op, cit,, July, 1969.




there is no quota on the number of articles that have

to be white, black or ynllau.”
The newspaper is written for the teacher as

well as the student.

Printing snything you want is nobls,
but there are realities of life.

You have to know what is scceptabie-
this year-if desling with the teaching
profession. The teachers control the
purse stringi. We have to plsase the
teachers and appeal to them as long
as we are in the educationsl f1eld,36

Geazred to educational skills, You end Your World

prints a weekly teacher's edition which 1is included 1in
each buadle of ten or more copies of the pupil's
edition. At lsast once a month, a transparency
appesrs ia the teacher's edition to assist the teacher
in supplementing s particular lssson featured in the
pupil's edition.’

Like News For Yo:. the newspaper is written at
the thixd to fifth-grade level. 1In 1969-70, the
editors plonned to have ons page written et the thixd-
grade level for the poorest resders. Mo circulation

figures were availabls from You gand Youx World, but
Fliat mentioned ti:at the staff was pleased with the

4l

35p11nt, op, cit., July, 1969.
3b1pga,
37my. op, eit., July, 1969.
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stazt of the nswspaper. A similar publication
priated by American Education Publications, Know Your
World, (for readers under sge 16) has a circulation

of 500,000. The editors of You and Your World hope
to surpass that figure in a reasonsble amount of time.
American Rducation Publications was purchased by Xerox

Compsay & few years ago. Last yesr, Amsricsn Educatinn
Pubiications did $35 million worth of business in the
supplemsnt education field. The publishing firm
prints soms twenty different periodicals for elementary

and secondsry schools. Its largest seller, My Weekly
Regder, has a circulation of more than 12 million.

s by,

You and Your World has developed its own read-
i abiiity formula based on the Chall-Dale systems. Each

word in each story is rated to its grads difficulty.

Sestence length and ssntence structure are slso closely

checked.

The price of the newspaper is $1.50 for 30 eight-
page issues. The nswspaper is not printed in the
summer momths. It is tsbloid size, 11-3/4" x 14-3/4",

e A B bl ol s LA 2 i
il ek ibiahind bt Ml e D A

Articles are generally written three weeks in advanse,
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and are ususlly more like festures thea news stories.

!h.prhtiuofthomu“hcah-ho.
okic. The editorisl staff consists of two men and

& woman.
The succeeding chapter reviews the litexzature

relating to national periodicals for new litexates.

4
]
4
,
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- CHAPTER III

A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE RELATING TO PERIODICALS
FOR MEW LITERATES

Uutil the publication of You and Your wWorld in
February, 1969, News For You was the only nationsl
weekly sdult newspaper published for new literates on
a commsrcisl scala.

Since News ZYor You was the plonesr in this fisld,
previocus research has been nonsxisteat. The writer
could not find say previous literature related to this
sres. UMESCO's experisnce in this sres has bees
confined to periodicals for new litsrates om & locsl

level and not commercially.

However, Laubsch Literacy Inc., has conducted
seversl studies of its own in the last four years.
Ia the spring of 1965, Laubach conductsd two surveys.
One survey, developed by Margaret M, Johason, wasg
directed toward the studeats themeslves resding News
Jox_You, and the other survey was aimed at the teschers

B Gl L L el 3
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% using the newspaper.
; The student readership survey wes designed
chiefly to “discover vhat students 1iked or did not
1ike or uaderstsnd in the paper during 8 particular
week and month; what kind of stories they liked to
read and vhat they read at homs."l The teacher vas
asked to cooperate in the study by handing out the
questiomnaire to the students and explaining the
questions. Of the 563 questionnaires seat to
17 echools, 97 usesble questionnsires or 17 per cent
were returned by eight schools.
The survey revealed that 55 per ceat of the
students were male and 53 per ceant wers foreign boxa.
The two most liked features sppesring regularly ia.
the newspaper wers "nations of the world" snd "1life
in the United States." ''People” was third. Howsver,
no attespt was made to eveluate what the students
wented to read that uasn't sppearing in the newspapex.
It was found that the students received news information
primerily from thres sources: television, Naws For You,

and the radio--in that order. The msjority of the

"htput M. Johnson, ‘Resdership Survey for News
For You,' report om file at Laubach Literscy Inec., 1965, p. 6.
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studeats found no difficulty resding and understandisg
the articles in the newspsper, althougn 21 per ceat
remariied that soms of the words were too hard.

The sezond survey was sen® to about 1,000 teachers
using News For You to get their reaction to seversl
proposed editorial changes. About 455 questionnsires
were returned.?

The sswspsper had been publishing four editions,
"AAY, "A", "B" and a Spanish edition, all written at
differeat reading levels. The findings from the survey
prompted News For You to drop edition "AA" and the
Spenish edition and to publish only "A" and "“B" for the
fall of 1966. The survey also revealed that more than
S0 per ceat 5f the readers were in Special Education
classes.

When asked about the difference in reading level
between edition A" and "B", 144 teachers from the
survey reportad ''soms difference;’ 86 found a "great
difference;" 4 found "little difference;" and 115

did not answer.

Over 300 of the teachers said they were satisfied

or You survey, prepared by Lsubach Literacy,
I”o. Sﬂlﬂl“. 5, P 1.
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with the four-page sise of News For You. When asked
about advertisemsnts in the newspaper, 163 reported

they would not like advertising; 154 would like it,

17 it meant &= increase in the number of pages; and

117 did not care one way or the other.

TR TR T TR NIRRT T Al Ll il

In 1966, Laubach iiterscy, Inc., conducted
another survey seat to 3,000 instructors using News
For You. About 400 qusstionnairas were returned.

The survey was ''to determine areas of interest in
materials for readers of limited sbility."3 However,
the survey was not specifically about News For You,

- The teachers indicated s strong need and interest
for materials on subjects oriented toward daily liviag
and personal improvement. Topics of great need
included: "citizenship,” "heslth," "budgeting,” "personal
development,” "family livinag,” and 'job orientation.”

In 1967-68 Thottukadavil Koshy intexviewed 75
adult new literates in Adult Basic Education at
Washiagton Irving School, Syracuse, Mew York. His
study was unique in that he asked the studants themselves
vhat subjects they were interested in. He felt that

"

3vpindings on a Survey of Users of News For You,
prepared by Laubach Literacy, Inc., Syracuse, September, 1966,
ppo l“o
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nev literates, especizlly adults, were mature and
intelligeat enough to decide what topics interested
them. Educators have usually decided for thea.4
Koshy found that the subjects the students
‘'‘selected were close to their interests and uselul to
their daily 11v1nz.“5 Students chose subjects such
as 'making a budget," “shopping for housing,” “helping
children in school,” and ‘‘understanding childrean.”
The majority of students were female. He reported
differences in what the students wanted to read and
what the instructors thought they preferred. Subjects
1ike ‘‘good manners’’ and 'national parks' were ranked
high by the teachers but low by the students. Out
of 57 titles, two titles, ''making a budget” and “first
aid,” ranked equally high by teacher and student. It
seems that these iteass have universsl appoal.6
Koshy felt that the difference boéu.cn teacher
and student reading interests was bacause the teacher
cane from a middle-class background and the studeat

from 8 lower-class. Their views on life and values

were entirely different.

| 4Thottukadavil E. Koshy, An Inquiry into Needs for
‘gocial Study ¥aterisls as Expressed by a gpecific Group of

Adult Functional Iliiterates, an unpublished Master'’s Thesis,
gchool of Journslise, Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York,
1969, pp. 39-90.,

S1bid.

61bid.
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Howard Heding and associates did s nationwide
survey of 500 teachers in Aduit Basic Kducation ptosrus.7
Topics which motivated studeats to want to read were
numssrous. Those most frequentz’y meationed were: (in
rank oxrder)

1. Get a better job.

2. Uant to read and write letters.

3. Read newspaper (current events).

4. Help childrea.

S. Want to read the Bible.

6. Get a high school diploma.

7. Personal improvement.

8. Pass driver's test.

9. Read application forms and fill out forms.

lo. Doesa't want family to be ashamed (kesp up
with children).

11. Lsarn to read English to communicate (pass
citizenship test).

12. Sigrs and meps.

13. Read for enjoyment.
14. Take pert in church and commuaity organisations.

15. Required on job.

THowsrd V. Heding, 1 Adult t 1-
Matexisls oject; R t (Co ia: The

University of Missouri, Collegs of Rducation, 1947), p. 293.
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The prevailing motives were oriented toward
daily living, personal improvement, and vocational
50313.3

Topics most frequently mentioned by the teachers
to be of high interest included: current events (news-
paper); how to manage money; state, local and national
government; biographies; homemaking; social security;
and information on tax returns.’

One topic, newspaper reading, ranked high with
both teachers and students. It seems that reading the
newspaper is something desired not only by the literate
reader, but also highly desired by the new literate.

The writer visited the editorial staff of You
and Your World in Middletown, Coanecticut, during the

course of his research. He interviewed Richard Flint

and Thomas Mooney, editorial director and managing
editor, respectively. - Both of these educators
commented on this study as being the first to their
knowledge conducted in the area of national newspapers
for adult new literates. Dr. Robert S, Laubach and

. Mrs. Blakely also mentioned that they were not aware

31bid., p. 309.
S1bid., p. 167.




of any previocus research.
The following chapter eszplaics the methodology

and procedure used in this study.

31
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CHAPTER 1V |
THE METHODOLOGY AND PROCEDURE USED IN THIS STUDY

The question of what research tool to use is a i
serious matter in any study. The pros and coms of 4
"mail questionnaire versus intexrview' are endless.
Albexrt Ellis found that in genersal, there is no signif-
icant difference between the meil questionnaire 4« the
interview. Each method has its definite advantages

and disedvantages, and neither can be given & blanket
endorsement.

David Wallace reported that the type of sample
invariably depended on the kind of information the
researcher is seeking and found mail questionnsires can
be indicators of public feeling as long as the universe
is h::no;‘noom.2

Some of the advantagss of a msil questionnaire
are that '‘questions can be ansvwered at the convenience
of the respondent; the respondent has a chance to
deliberate and look up information; questions can be

e

Lyibert Ellis, "Questionnaire Versus Interview Methods
in the Study of Human Love Relationships,”’ Americsan §ociologiesl
Review, XXII, (1947), p. 541,

2)evid Wallace, "A Case For and Against Msil Question-

naires,” Public Opinion Qusrterly, XXVIII (1954), p. 49.
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standardized; the biss of an interviewer is eliminated;
the resposdent need not be identified; and specific
segments of the population can be reached."3

The wide geographical distribution of Nows For
You ruled out the possibility of the interview techaique.
The resdership was too fragmented, too diversse. The
time and money were not available to travel around the
country interviewing teschers in different types of

classes using News For You, although it may have been

the idesl procedure. 1In prepsring this study s
vgtudent” resdership survey was considered. The
student is probably mors aware of what he likes or
dislikes about the newspaper than anmyone else. It
would seem logical to go to the stude~i and find out
from him if he is satisfied with the newspaper. e
is the one vho reads it.

However, it was finally decided by this writer
to survey the taschere, The reason being that the
teacher is the person who orders or cancels the news-
paper. Students have little or no voice in accepting
or rejecting Mews For You. They are & captive

20d edition, (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Preat -Hall, Inec.,
1964), p. 150.
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audience. It was also felt by the writer that the
new literate would have difficulty filling out a survey,
oo matter how sisply designed.

News For You is written and designed like a real

newspaper, but it is not marketed like a standard news-

paper. It is marketed through the school system and
has to be approved and accepted by the administration
and the teachers. The teachers are ths key people
that Mews For You has to pleass.

Because of the influence of the teacher, it was
felt that a survey dirscted to the teacher would be
more bensficial than one aimed at the studeant.

Jack B. Haskins suggested that a random sample
of the tcachers would be suitable for this study.4
The universe was homogeneous and consisted of teachers
with similar educational backgrounds. The teachers
were also familiar with News For You, and it vas fslt
that they would be more willing t7 answer a meil
questionnaire because of this factor.

On May 21, News For You's circulation was 30,000
dus to the summer drop. By checking the mailing

[ 4Jack B, Haskins, Syracuse University School of
: Journaliss Research Professor. Iaterview held at his office,

Syracuse University, May, 1969.
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addresses on stencils, it was found that there were
1,173 subscribers ordering at least five copies of the
neuspaper. A list of those ordering less than five
copies were filed separately and not included in this
survey. The 1,173 subscribers represent more than

1,178 teachers because the orders are usually placed

in bulk quantities. There was no exact way to deternine

how many teachers were using News ¥or You. A 500 sub-
seription order sent to an Adult Basic Education center

obvious!y has more than one teacher using the newspaperx.

T i

; Since there was no valid way to determine how many

; teachers were using thi rewspaper from the mailing lists
or subscription orders, it was felt by this writer and
Haskins that a questionnaire sent at random to the

1,178 subscribers wouid suffice for this study, as long

as only one teacher from each school received a question-

naire.

Haskins suggested that a random sample of 300
questionnaires be sent to the zeachers which meant
that one out of every four names on the meiling list

would zeceive a questionnaire. Final number of

-
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L questionnaires sent was 287. The number was not
higher because of sowe duplicate orders.
A record of the meiling addresses uas kept.

The 237 teachers receiving News For You ordered 7,275

copies of the newspsper or about one-fourth of the
total circulation.

The Questionnaire.-The quescionnsire used in
this study was adapted from a questionnaire that
Laubach Literacy, Inc., had developed in 1965. Some
different questions wers added in consultation with
Laubach and Mrs. Blakely. The gquestionnsire was
pretasted on four Adult Basic Education teachers at
Washington Ixving School, Syracuse. Nore of the four
teachers had any difficulty understanding and fiiling
out the questionnaire. Further pretesting was
considered not necesssry because the questionnaire
was siiilar to one previously employed by Laubach
Literacy, Inc.

A review of the literature on meil survey
methodology revealed many special mailing procedures

which have been shown to increase mail return ntn.’

33ack B. Haskins and Barry M. Feinberg, Newspaper
at Research: Its Role in Future, Change,

mg%tm and %oblus (8yracuse, New York: Syracusse
University Communication Research Ceanter, 1963), p. 15.
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following procedures were used in this

co meximize returns:

1. A cover lstter was sent along with the question-
naire.

2. News For You letterhead stationery was used.
3. A statemsnt of due date was mentioned.
4. An assurance of anonymity was given.

s. Inclusion of title was used along with signa-
ture of Mrs. Blakely.

6. Special content in letter was mentioned (stress
upon the results to be used for master‘'s thesis

and its importance).
7. The use of first class postags (6¢ stamp affined).

~ 8. The use of self-addressed stamped return
snvelope.

On May 21, 1969, 287 questionnaires were seant to
teachers using News For You. By June 14, 106 returns
or 36 per cent had replied. A follow-up letter with
the same questionnaire was sent June 17 to thoss who
failed to respond, In the follow-up letter, & post-
script was added offering the respondent a copy of
the results of the survey. The June 17 follow-up
letter brought in 44 additional responses. Thirteen

of the 44 respondents requested & sumsarized copy of
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the rusults of the study. The survey cut off date
was set July 10, 1969. Out of the 237 questionnaires
seat to the teachers, 150 or 52 per cent vwere returned.
Asong the 150 questionnaires returned, there were

6 questionnaires blank or too incomplete to use;
therefore, the final numsber of useable questionnaires
was 144, giving a 50 per cent returan of useable
questionnaires.

The higher the response rate in & sample survey,
the more valid the results. In a telephons interviaw
with the writer, Haskins put 50 per cent as the
sinisum arbitrary cut off point with a mail question-
naire surv-y.”6 He felt that a 50 per ceat return
for this study was reasonsble and respectable.

It was this uriter's opinion that the sample
was large enough and the retuxn rate high enough to
assure a note of validity that the non-respondent
would not differ substantislly from the respondent
and that the bias would not be a distorting factor

in analyzing and tabulating the ZetuZns received.

biaskins, telephone interview at his homs, Syracuse,
August 5, 1969.




59

The universe consisted of teachers 2nd was homogeneous
in this respect. The teachers were also familiar
with News For You, having used it in their tlassroomss.

A 50 per ceat rzturn was judged good, considering
the returns from previous meil gquestionnaires. Heding
received a 40 per cent return from a survey of teachers
in Adult Basic Education. Brown reported that the
normal percentage returns on most mail questionnaires
axre from 10 to 15 per cent.’ Laubach Literacy, Ine.,
received a 13 per cent return from its survey of teachers
using News For You in 1966,

Results of Survey.-Is News For You written for

the right audience? Vho are the readers? Black?
White? Are they mostly male or female? Are most of
the readers, adults in Adult Basic Education or teenagers
in Special Education? Are the teachers satisfie! with
the content in News For You? What do they like and
dislike about the newspaper? How could it be improved?
This study tries to ansver soms of these
questions. It is hoped that this study will offer some
possible reasons for the sharp decline in circulation

7ltm. op._eis., p. 151,




Bews For You has had for thres straight yesrs. After
reaching 101,096 readers ia 1966, the circulation fell
to 52,569 in 1969.

During 1968-65, News For You received frequent

letters from teachers complaining that the newspaper

was "too black oriented." This study looks at that
criticiss to see if that allegation was valid.

Roland E. ¥Wolseley, professor at Syracuse
University School of Journalism and consultant to Hews
For You, remarked at an editorial meeting that "if
News For You's merket is predominantly white, too much
black news could aliemate the white reader "3

vhen this writer worked on the staff of News

For You in September, 1963, Mrs. Blakely mentioned that
she thought & large per ceat of the readers were black
and sdult. But she had 7o readership study to

substantiste her claiz. The last teacher survey was

done in 1965,

S 'S

From that survey, it was revedied thai 55 per
cent of the readsxrs were youth and 45 per cent were
adult.

Ef‘ 8p0land E. Wolseley, professor of Journslism, Syrscuse :
University. News Jor You editorial meeting held at the Syracuse

University Newhouse Communications Center, July 2, 1969.

I S S
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Although this survey was not a "student’
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readership study of News For You, soms questions wers

included to offer some insight as to ‘'wvho are the readers.’

RESULYS OF THE SURVEY

The Questions from the Survey
1. Where Do You Teach?

TABIE 3

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF TEACHERS

Number of
Ares _ Respondents Percentage
Nev England 3 6
Middle Atlantic 43 33
Southeast 24 16
Central 35 24
Northwest 7 5
Southwest 4 3
Far Vest 17 12
Canada 1 1
Total 144 100
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Geographical Distribution
A breakdown of the Middle Atlantic region shows

New York with 27 respondents; Fennsylvania 9; New
Jexsey 6; Maryland 4; Delaware 1; and District of
Columbia 1. In the Central regiom, Illinois had 12
respondents; Michigan 3; Ohio 5; Wisconsin 3;
Missouri 3; Minnesota2; Indtana 1; and Jowa 1.

From the Southeast: Mississippi 5; Florida 4;
North Caroline 3; Virginia S; Souzh Carolina 2;
Alsbams 1; GCeorgis 1; Xentucky l; Louisians 1; and
Tennesses 1.

California led the Far Vest region with 12;
Washington 2; Oregon 2; and Nevada 1., Fron New Kngland:
Massachusetts 4; Connecticut 3; and New Haspshire 1.
In the Northwest: Colorado 3; Nebraska 2; Kansas 1;
and South Dakota 1. [From the Southwest: Arizona 1;

New Mexico 1; Oklahowms 1; and Texas 1. One reply
was received frow Canada.

|

ﬁiﬁ"r‘m‘m““f" VOLS sSve 1.‘%“- -0 33 369.5..5;

District of Columbia, and Canada. The majority of the

CERRRR T R TR AT
3

respondents wexre in large, urban cities such ss New
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York City, and Chicago. The significsnce of this
regional breakdown is that News For You is widely
circulated and has established bases for ifuture pro-
motion. The nevwspaper seems to have iis greatsst
circulation in the states where illiteracy is high.

For exampla, in the 1960 census, New York had nearly
300,000 persons age 25 and over with leas than five
years of schooling.? The newspaper is also circulated

in the large cities where Special Education is the

strongest.
2. How Many S5tudents Dc You Have Reading News
For You?
) TABLE &
SIZE OF CLASS READING NEWS FOR YOU
Size of Class nﬁﬁsgaioﬁf. Percentage
5-10 13 9
11-20 43 30
21-30 25 17
% 31-40 17 12
E 41-50 12 8
L 51-60 3 6
61-70 1 1
E 71-80 1 1
: 31-90 3 2
- 91-100 3 2
Above 100 15 10
~(No response) 3 . 2
B “Total 144 100
} 98.0 sﬁpoadix for breakdown by states of persons age 25 and

. over with less than five yeers of education, Bureau of Census,
1960.
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$iss of Class
This table shows that the asjority of the
students reading Mews For You are in fairly smell
classes. Forty-eight per ceat of the teachers use
the newspaper in classes nuwbering 11-30 studeats.
A check of the survey revealed that ths mejority of
the teachers using News For You with “above 100
students’ were in Adult Basic Education programs.
3. In How Many Different Classes Do You Use WFY?
TABIE 5
WMBER OF DIFFERENT CLASSES USING MEWS FOR YOU
Nusber of
Classes Respondents Percentags o
) § 42 29
2 35 24
3 19 13
4 or more 47 33
(Mo response) 1 1

Total 144 100
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Number of Clssses
With 70 per ceat of the teachers usiag the news-

paper in more than one class, this table indicates that
the newspaper is probably used with a consideradbls
aumber of students.

4., What Edition Do You Use? ___ A" ¥ both

TABIE 6
EGITION OF MEWEPAPER USKD BY TRACHERS

Wumber of
Edition Respondents Perceatage
pn 52 36
g 20 14
Both “A" and "B" 63 47
(%o Response) 4 3
Total ise 100

R

Edition Used in Class
Mrs. Blakely mentioned to this writer that level

A" 1s the edition most used by the teachers.10 1t 1s
also the sasiest to read. A lirge percentage of the
teachers, howsver, use both editic.s.

1031akely, op. cit., July, 1969.




LA L L LA L £ S

66

5. Vhat is the Latest Issue of NFY You Have Used?
TABIE 7
DATE OF IAST ISSUE USED IN THE CLASSROOM
Mumber of
Moath - Respondeats Percentage
May 7 12 3
14 13 13
21 51 35
23 25 17
June & 19 13
11 7 5
18 5 3
25 3 2
(Mo Kesponse) 4 b
Total 144 100
gssue 1ast

The majority of the teachers wers using News Foxr
You when the questionnaire was msiled May 21, 1969.
This question was inecluded to check when the teacher had

last used the newspaper in the classroom.
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6. Wwhat Difference in Reading Level Do You Find
Between A" and ''B?

TABLE 8
READABILITY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “A" AND '"B"

Wumber of

Variation Respondents Perceatsge
Soms difference 70 49
Creat difference 19 13
Little or no difference 12 3
No commsnt 29 20

: (No Responss) 14 10

3 Total 144 100

I

Reading lsvels
sixty-two per cent of the teachers indicated that

they found soma difference between the reading level of
"A" and “B". Howsver, few teachers found a “great"
difference between the two editions.

7. How Long Have You Used NFY?




TABIE 9
NUMERR OF YEARS USING MEWS FOR YOU

Nusber of

Years Respondeants Percentage
Less than 1 30 21
1-2 74 51
34 26 18
3 or more 12 3
(Mo Response) 2 2

Total 144 100

Mumber of Years Using the Newspgper
This table indicates that there is a largs turnover

of teachers using News Yor You, and that the majoxity of
teachers have used the newspaper less than two years.
A need to "promots’ the newspaper every year seens evident.

3. How Do You Feel About the Present Four-Page Size
of WFY?




TABLE 10
FEELINGS TOWARD PRESENT SIZE OF NEWS FOR YOU

Number of
Recommendation Respondents Pexcentage
About right size 99 69
Need more pages K} 27
Too such material 3 2
No comment 3 2
Total 144 100

§ize of Newspapar
The present four-page format seems to be about the

right size desired by most of the teachers. Neus For You
printed a special eight-pags edition as an experimental
issue May 14, 1969. The teachers expressed little
reaction to the eight-pages. At one tims, News For You

was considering expamding to eight pages.

9. Please Check the Amount of Spsce You Would Like
to See Civen to the Following Subjects.
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TABLE 11
SUBJECTS PREFERRED BY TEACHERS

More less Same No
Category Space Space space Spacse

% % 3 %

world News 35.0 4.2 56.3 0

Sports 28.5 3.3 57.0 0

U.S. News bl b 2.1 49.3 0
Sex Education 29.2 5.0 45.1 10.4
Dear Mary 10.G 12.0 57.0 14.0
Negro History 26.0 25.0 h2.4 3.5
Job Information 57.0 6.0 32.0 1.0
Spotlight 10.4 15.0 65.3 6.0
Mews Briefs 31.3 5.0 56.3 2.1
Crossword Fuzzle 28.5 4.2 56.0 5.0
™ 22.0 10.4 59.0 3.5
weakly Quiz 22.2 3.5 66.0 5.0
Foods 28.0 5.0 56.0 6.3
How to Budgst Money 50.0 3.0 40.0 2.1
[ Heslth 46.0 1.0 47.2 1.0
E Children Upbringing 38.2 4.2 Y 8.3
Religion 13.2 7.0 65.3 3.0

gcisnce 35.0 6.3 $9.0 1.0
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. are the top five subjects needing ''more space, '

1888 space,” and ''no space.”
TABLE 12
TOP FIVE SUBJECTS "MRE SPACE"

Category Pexceantagse

Job Information 57.0

Budget 50.0

Health 46.0

V.S, News bh.4

Children Upbringing 38.2
TABIE 13

TOF FIVE SUBJECTS "1ESS SPACE"

et

Category Pexcentage
Megro History 25.0
gpotlight 15.9
Dear Maxry 12.0
v 10.4

Sports— 843
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TABLE 14
TOP FIVE SUBJECTS ''MO SPACE"

Category Pc;ccntlzc

Deaxr Mary 14.0

Sex Education 10.4

Children Upbringing 8.3

Religion 3.0

Foods 6.3
World News

More than one-third of the teachers indicated ‘more

space’ was needed for world news. In most standard news-
papers the volume of international news is a small pro-
portion of the total news space. Little foreign

affairs news is published and even less is read on the
average.ll It is doudbtful whether a story of the
“devaluation of the French franc'" would sppeal to many

Nevs For You readers. However, an account of the
Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia would probably have
high interest. In genersal, world news probably has

n’l.ﬂlltd Berelson and Morris Janowitz, Reader in Public
Opinion and Communication, ind ed. (Mew York: The Free Press,
1966), pp. 134-135.
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more appeal for adults than teenagers.

sports
If the majority of the readers in Special

N PR P R

Education are boys, it seems that teachers in Special
Education would want more space devoted to sports in
News For You. However, if a large percentage of the
students are women, sports would probably have little
appeal. Nelson Henry reported that “ten times as many
men as womsen read the sports pagp.“lz 0f the top five

subjects marked ‘less space,’”’ sports was fifth, with

3 per cent of the teachers indicating too much space
was devoted to the topic.
U,S, News
Mrs. Blakely described News For You's main
objective as "providing the news. Ve are a newspaper."13

Although page 1 was entirely news, &4 per ceat of the
teachers indicated "more space” to U.S. news. Since
: this survey, Mews For You has devoted both page 1 and
5 page 2 to U.8, and world news. 0f the top five

subjects marked ‘‘more space,” U.S, news was fourth.

124e1s0n B, Henry, ed., Adult Reading (Chicago: Nationsl
gtudy for the Study of Education, 1956), p. 12.

13g1akely, op, cit., July, 1969.




Sex Education

Perhaps no other subject in the schoo!s creates
as much controversy as sex education.l® Sex education
was the second highest subject marked “no space,” (10
per cent of the teachers). A content anidlysis of

News For You wmade by this writer revealed that there

were no sex education articles printed during the schosl
year. However, columnist Mary Stewart in her column,
Dear Mary, gave readers advice relating to sex education,

but this was infrequent. News For You has found in the

past that sex education is & highly controversial
subject which demands careful handling.

Dear Mary

Besides black history, probably no other regular

feature in News Fur You has generated so much controversy

as Dear Mary. Cnly 10 per cent of the teachers
indicated ‘‘more space’ to the column which was the lowest
amount given to any subject. It was ranked nuﬁbcr one
as the subject needing 'no space’ and number three in

the column of ‘‘less space.’ Some of the criticisw

against the column were: ‘“letters are too infantile,’

14

1“8atu:day Review, op. cit., p. 67
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gaswers are stupid,' '"probless can't be solved in
one-fourth inck of a column.”
o torx

“"Less space” for Negro history was marked by
25 pexr cent of the teachers, the highest percentage of
any subject. These figures indicate that ome-fourth
of the teachers felt that too much space was devoted
to blacks in 1963-63. Some fairly typical comments
were: ''too much stress on racial hotbed,” '"too much
black history,' "while an important subject. too much
enphasis on matters rertaining to and about Hegroes."
Jeb Informetion

This was the subject that the largest number of
teschers indicated 'more space,’’ 357 per cent. Resources,
U.S.A., on behalf of Laubach Literacy, Inc., made an
inquiry éo directors of Adult Basic Education programs
in the United States and found that ‘’'job orientation”
ranked number two as the nost needed naterial.l3
Howard Heding reported in a survey of 300 Adult Basic
Education teachers that '"Get a Better Jsb"' was the

number one motive that students gave for going to cchool.16

lsrlndinzp from "Summery of an Inquiry as to tha Needs in
the Adult Rducstion Fields," conducted by Resources, U.S.A.,

Haahin;t s D.C., n.d., p. 9.
d W. Heding, Missouri Adult Vuatigl-gurgcy
Materisls Developmeat Profect: Finel Report (Columbia:

University of Misscuri, College of Educationm, 1967), p. 309.
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Smtlmt
In the ‘less space' category, spotlight was the

second highest ranked subject. Only 10 per ceat of
the teschers marked 'more space,” making it the second
least subject for sxpansion.
News Briefs

The average news brief in News For You is about
one columa inch, and perhaps this is why the subject
wasn't merked higher for *'more space.”
Crossword Puzzle

On the average, the crosssword puzzle appears in
the newspaper asbout once a month. One teacher suggested
that the puszle use 'words other than those based in
previous articles,” which is the usual prsctice. How-
ever, the crossword puzzle drew little positive or
negative comsents from the teachers.
Jelevigion

Television was the fourth highest subject marked
“1gss space’ in News For You. Most of the television
articles were about perscnalities and news svents

relating to ths media, such as CBS's firing of the
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Smothers Brothers, =2d advertising cigarettes on
television. The newspaper recomsends certain shows
for viswing, usually those of an educational naturs.
One teacher suggested that *at lsast two weeks notice
7n advance of television shows be given instead of the
current week's schedule because the newspaper was

sometimes late.”

Weekly Quisz
The mejority of the tsachers, 66 per cent, felt

that the amount of space given to the quiz was adequate.
1t appears in the newspaper nearly every week, and 1is
designed to aid the teacher.
Foods

Thi= uas the fifth least liked subject with 6
pezr cent of the teachers indicating "no space.”
Articles on foods would probably have little appesal to
tesnagers and would appeal mainly to female adults in
Adult Basic Education programs.
Bou to Budgst Money

¢aly job informstion drew ''more space'’ response

from the teachers than how to budget money. Thottukadavil

. 1
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Koshy reported in a study of studeats im Adult Basic
Zducation that Making a Budget and First Aid (health) {
were two subjects that both teachers and students rated :
high in interest and need. 17 George Gallup in a .
nationwide survey found that "mext to a man's health,
his pocketbook is of greatest interest.'13 How to

msnage money ranked high with Adult Basic Education

teachers in Heding's study, also.19

Heslth
Health was the third highest subject marked for

"more space' by the teachers, 46 per ceant. Gallup lists
health as one of the great and continuing intexests of
the public. George Klare and Byron Buck found that

the sge-old human problems of how to keep well are of
great ianterest to simost all g:oups.zo It seems to

have universal appeal.

Children Upbringing
with such s diverse readership consisting of

adults and teenagers, it would seem that children up-~
bringing would be of mixed interest. Eight per cent
of the teachers marked '"no space’ to the subject, making

17yosh cit., pp. 89-90.

wcocr;; glLi"""c.. 1up, *"ow’::mmu Evidencs of Strength,"

5 m. g: ctio. po 1670

‘OGOOtap Klare and Byron Buck, Know Your Reader (Mew
York: Hermitage Mouse, 1954), p. 74.
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it the third highest marked subject in that category.
But on the other hand, 38 per cent of the teachers
{ndicated that "mors space’ bes devoted to children
upbringing, meking it the £1fth highest subject in that
category.
Religion

of the top five subjects marked ''no space,’’
religion was fourth with 8 per cent of the teachers
expressing disspproval. However, 1ittles csiiglion news
was printed in the newspaper. The only religious news
printed was sbout religious figures such as the Pope
and his birth control decree. Only 13 per cent
{ndicated ‘more space’' tc the subject.
Science

Thirty~five per cent of the teachers indicated
"more space’ be given to sciencs. News For You did
not carry a scisence column during the ysar. Most cf
the science stoxies wers linked to current news such as
the Apollo flights. Douglas Waples and Ralph Tyler
reported in a study of people’s reading interests that
young people are generally mors intexested in scisuce
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than adults.?l

Contrasts of Subjects.-If News For You has half
adult and half teenage readership, the question arises
how did these two distinct interest groups compare in
content preference, The 13-19 year-old reader is
different from the 30 year-old and much different from
the 45-60, especially in activities. Magazine publishe—s
have long recognized this, and a good family megazine
bas something different for each age group.2Z with only
four pages, News For You is not & “family newspaper.’

It carries an average of 200 column inches of space in
each issue. 1Its advertisements state that it is an
adult newspaper with sdult contant.

Becsugse of the disparity between adult and teenage
students, it seen: probable that teachers in Adult Basic
Education would prefer different subject sstter than
tsachers in Special Educstion. In this study, Adult
Basic Education rxefexs to students over age 20 who are
enrolled in adult classes. Those below age 20 are
usually enrclled in Special Education classes in the
public schools. They are the slow learner, the educable

21Douglas Waples and Ralph Tylsr, What People Want to ]
Read About (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1931), p. 7.
Though outdated, this is a classical resdexr interest study. It is }
questionable whether xeader interests have changed much over the
yoars.

221b14,, p. 101.
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mentally retarded. 1f a class wasn't listed on the
survey as Adult Basic Education or Special Education,
it was placed in the "'Other’ category. The *other"
category consisted of classes for the foreign-bornm,

American Indian, and Cuban refuges. Out of the l4&

returned questionnaires, 33 were placed in the ‘Other”

category; 53 in Adult Basic Education; and 53 in
Special Education.

A comparstive analysis of subject matter preferred
by teachers in Adult Basic Education, Special Education,

and 'Other' is revealed in Table 15. (See follouing

page).

World News

The writer found that 24 pexr ceat of the teachers
in the "Other" category use News For You in classes for
the foreign-boxrn. Table 15 indicates world news would
appsal more to these teachers since their students represent
many foreign countries. Those in Special Education
sppear not as interested. Adults would probably be

1 msore interested in world news than tesnagers.
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Sports
Teachers in Speclual Kducation indicated a

greater need for “more sports’' than the other teachers.
Studies of students in Special Education reveal that
the majoxity are boys. Sports would have a strong
appesl to boys.

U.S. News

This was one of the few categcries that all the
teachers fslt “wmore space’’ should be given.

Sex Education

Thirteen per cent of the teachers in Adult Basic
Education and "(ther'” indicated “‘no space” be given to
sex education. Forty per cent of the teachers in
Special Education wanted “'more space’ for the subject.
Perhaps adults would have less need for sex education
than teenagers with less experience.

Dear HMary

There was unanimous agreement that less space
be given to Dear Mary. A high percentage of the
teachers in all three categories felt that “no space®

be devoted to the weekly column.
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Negro History
All the teachers indicated that ''less space’ be

given to Negro history. Thirty-four per ceat of the
teachers in ''Other"” felt that there was too much on
blacks. The percentags was considexably less among
teachers in Adult Basic Education because there are
probably more Negroes enrolled in Adult Basic Education
programs. Twenty-eight per cent of teachers in Specisl
Education indicated "less space’ be given to the blacks. |
whites probably outnumber the blacks in Specisl

Rducation by a far greater mergin than in Adult Basic
Education.

Job Jnformgtion
Nearly three out of four of the teachers in

Specisl Education indicated "more space’ be devoted to

: this subject. More than half of the Adult Basic

% Education teachers also felt this to be an important
subject. On the other hand, 13 per ceat of the teachers
in "Other'" indicated “less space" to job information.

Since a large number of the students are foreigners,
job information may not be as important to them as
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lesrning about customs of the United States.

tlight

A fairly large number of the teachers in Adult
Besic Education and Special Education indicated “less

space’ to this resgular feature. Eleven per cent of

the teachers in Special Education felt 'no space’ was
needed for the spotlight. Only a few of the spotlight
features vere on teenagers, and this may be the reason

Special Educatioﬁ teachers saw little value in the

features.

None of the three groups showed any interest in
changing this subject. On the average, sbout 6 column
inches are devoted to news briefs in each issue.

Cxossword Puzzle

All three groups are content to leave this
category as it is, although 3 per cent of the Adult
Basic Education teachers indicated ‘'less space.’
Telsvision

Teachers in Special Education desired more space

be given to television than the other two groups.




Many of the educational programs are aimed at the
younger people, and this may be one reason why Special
Education teachers see a greater need for this subject.
Nineteen per cent of the teachers in Adult Basic
Education indicated “less space.”

Veekly Guiz

A very large percentage of the teachers felt
the quiz, usually appearing veekly, remain the same.
Teachers in Special Education appear less satisfied.
Foods

Forty per cent of the Adult Basic Education
Teschers indicated ''more space” to this subject compared
to 25 per cent in Special Education, and 16 per cent
in “other.” A large number of the students in Adult
Basic Education is female and this is probably why

“foods’ 1s desired more by Adult Basic Education

teachers.

How to Budget Money

Next to job information, this subject pulled the
greatest response from teachers in Adult Bssic Education

and Special Education. It seems that teachers in

37
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"Other” prefer world and U.8. news. This may be partly
due to the number of foreign students in the classes,
end that the "Other'' teachers fesl that geography and
history of the United States is more importamt.
Health

This subject was of equal high interest to Adult
Basic Rducation teachers and those in Special Kducation.
Sixty-six per cent of the "Other” teachers indicated
the subject should remain the same spacs.
Children Upbringing

Teachers in Special Education had mixed reactions
to this subject: 47 per cent indicated “more space,”
but 13 per cent felt that no space was needed. It
would seem that teachers ia Adult Basic Education wculd
have greater interest in this subject because meny of
the adult students have families. A fairly high
percentage of "Othar” indicated "nc space” to the subject.
Religion

Most of the teachers were conteat to leave this
subject unchanged. However, ll per ceat of the
teachers in Special Educction indicated "no space’ to
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the subject. Only 2 per cent of the teachers in
Adult Basic Education felt tiic sams way.
Science

A larger percentage of the teachers in Adult
Basic Education indicated more space” to this subject
than teachers in Special Education. 1In fact, 13 per
ceat of the Special Education teschers indicated “less
space.” FPerhaps teachers feel television has taken
over some Gf the responsibilities of teaching science.

Contrasts of Subjects.-This comparison of subject
intexrests Teflects the extreme, if not impossible, task
of writing for specific interest groups. The reading
interests (from the teacher's viewpoint) show a marked
contrast in several subjects. Those in Special
Education want more sports than those in Adult Basic
Education. Teachers in Special Education and ""Other”
want more U.S. news than teachers in Adult Basic
Education. Teachers in Special Education and *'Other”
want far "less space” devoted to Negro history thaan
those in Adult Basic Education. Teachers in Adult

Basic Education and Special Education want 'more space’

ry I TR I T TRt T o AT e, 1T, VT
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given tc job informatiocua, budgeting and health; how-
ever, those in “Other' do not. Teachers in Adult
Basic RKducation are more interested in foods and science
than those in Special Education and “Other.”’ Teachers
in Adult Basic Education and Special EKducation agree on
several subjects, but those in “Other" seldom agreed
with Special Education and Adult Basic Education teachers.
Teachers in “Cther” have little iaterest for job infor-
mation, budgeting, and health--all rated high by Adult
Basic Education and Special Education teachers. There
is fairly unanimous agreement that “less space’’ be given
to Dear Mary, Negro history, spotlight and television
among the three groups, although they differ in degres.
How to.satisfy each diverse interest group without

offending the other is the iey problem facing the editor
of News Fox You. The selection of news and articles
should be carefully adapted to the needs of each interest
group.

A newspaper editor is in a completely

anslogous situstion. He cannot hope

that every department of the paper,

such less every item therein, will

appeal to every member of his actual
or potential audience. It would be
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utterly sbsurd for him to act on any
such premise. What he must assume
instead is that his audience is quite
hetercgeneous; that what will appeal
to soms will not sppeal to cthers.

His space is limited; he cannot
publish everything that everyons might
read. Vhat he must undertaks to do,
therefore, is to meset the sspsrate
requirements of each resder and each
reader group as well as he can. The
editor should select news and feature
items and allociie them within space
svailable in such a wey a: to meximize
the satisfsction of total potentisal
reader and in terms of aggregats
circulation.?3

10. Would You Prefer an EKight-Page Papex?
TABLE 16
NUMBER OF TEACHERS PREFERRING AN EIGHT-PAGE MNEWSPAPER

Reply Mumbex of Pexcentage
Respondents
Yes 47 33
Mo 65 45
No comment 27 19
(Mo Responss) 5 3
Total 144 100

”Ahu §. Donnahoe, 'Mass Camsunications Theory:

) Macroscopic Approach,” Journaliss Quarterly, XXXIV (1957),
1 pp. #3-451,
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Incxeased Pages
The majority of the teachers seem= satisfied with

the present size of News For You, In Table 10, 69 per
ceat of the teachers indicated that four pages of
reading material was enough for their readers. This

question was included to compars results.
11. How Do You Fesl About Advertisesents in WFY?

TABLE 17
PPZLING OF TEACHERS TOMARD ADVERTISEMENIS

= Number of

Reply Respondents _Pexcentage

Makes no diffsxence 31 22

wWould like 23 19

Don't like 62 43

No comment 13 9

(Mo Respouse) 10 7
Total — 14k ~100

Advertisemsnts

The opponents of advertising almost double those
favoring advertisemsats ia the newspaper. During the
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later part of the year, News For You ran several
advertisements of their own in the newspaper announcing

new educational books and materials for the teachexs.
Some of the comments against advertisemsnts were: ‘‘all

space should be used for reading,”" “it distracts the
reader.” Some teachers said they would be in favor of
advertising if it “wasn't too prominent,"” ‘‘made more

pages possibls,” and "cut costs.”
12, How Did You Lsara About NFY?
TABIE 13
SOURCE OF DISCOVERING NEWS FOR YOU

Method of Finding Out  Mumber of

About Mews For You __Respondents Pexceatags
i Advertisessnt 48 33
| Frieand 21 15
> School Adeinistration 49 %
' Other 25 17
(o Response) 1 1

Total 144 100
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Digcovery of Mewspaper
_ Nearly three-fourths of the teachers learned

about Aggs For You irom advertisemsnts or from the
school administration. In either case, sdvertising i
was probably the medium of information. The category
friend” refers to fellow teacher or another person
acquainted with the publication. ‘'Otber™ refers to
conferences, Laubach Literacy, Inc., workshops, and
demoastrations of literacy materials held at various

locations throughout the United States. With 72 per

cent of the teachers using Mews Foxr You less thaa two
years, it seems that a “reselling job" 1is nseded annually

to promote the newspaper.
13. We Publish an Annual Teacher's Guide Rarly
in the Fall. Do You Find it Useful?
TABLIE 19
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE TEACHER'S GUIDE

Find Teacher's Guide “Womber of B
. Useful Res ts — _Fercentsge
Yes 78 54
No 13 9
No commsat 28 19
‘ Not received 23 16

L (Mo Response) 2
Total 144
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Teacher's Guide
Oaly 9 per cent of the teachers found the

Teacher's Guide to be of no use. Sixtesn per cent of
the teachers wrote on the survey that they had never
received s Tescher's Guide, but would like a copy.

The Teacher's Cuide has been an annual publication
since 1962. However, the editorial staff of News For

You in July, 1969, were working on an experimental
weekly edition. If response was fasvorable from the

teachers News For You planned to publish & Jeacher's
Guide on & weekly basis beginning in the fall of 1969-70%%

- 14. How Do Most of Your Students Find WFrY?
TABIE 20
READING DIFFICULTY OF MEWS FOR YOU

Readability Level Respondents Pexcentsge

Easy to read and understand 490 23
: Yairly sasy to read, undezstand 62 &3
: Fairly hard to read, understand 16 11
Too hard to read, understand 0 0
Full range, hard and easy 15 10
— (Mo RenpoTse)- 1t s
: Total B S— T —

3
= R S e

E 2h5iakely, op. cit.
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Difficult
It appears that the msjority of the students have

no problem reading the newspsper. No tescher found it
too hard. It was not possible from this questionnaire
to determine which edition was judged "fairly hard’
because in most instanccs, the teacher used both A" and
ug" in the classroom. Tea per cent of the teachers
indicated the newspaper was “hard for some students and
easy for others,"” depending on the studeat.

15. We Changed Our Body Type and Flag of NFY This
Year. Do You Like the Mew Look?

TABLE 21
FEELING TOWARD TYPOGRAPHICAL CHANGE

’ - Nusber of ]

Like "New Look" _ Respondeats __Percentage
Yes 36 60

Mo 8 6

No comment 45 31

(Mo Response) 5 3

Total 144 - 100
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Numgaudﬂ.‘gx

News For You switched from a Justowriter to a
new IBM typesstting machine in January, 1963. The news-
papexr's flag vas also redesigned. The majority of the
teachers indicated they approved of the change. However,
it way have been difficult for most of the teachers to
zemsmber what the original newspaper looked like. This
probably aceounts for the 31 per ceat not responding to
the question.(See page 115 for type size, face, etc.).
16. Have Your Students Ever Answered an Kssay
Question or Crossword Puzzle in NFY and Mailed
it Back to Us?
TABIE 22

LETTERS FROM STUDERTS

- Womber of

Reply - . Respondents —Percentage

Yos 39 27

No 105 73
Total 144 - ~ 100

R . — A —

from ats

On the average, News For You receives about 300
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letters from students replying to the monthly essay
question. It is not known whether the saax students
writs each month. A little over ome-fourth of the
teachers indicated that some of their students had
responded to contests sponsored by News For You.
17. what is the Estimated Age Range of Your Students?
TABLE 23
AGE RANGES OF STUDENTS

T . Mumber of R ts Total
Ags Rangs ABE __ Sp. Musber Pexcentage
10-12 - 1 1 2 1
13-19 - 51 16 67 &7
20-65 53 1 17 71 49
(No Response) 4 3
Total “1a4 100

oS
This table iadicates that nearly half of the
readers of News For You are tesmagers and in Speeial

Rdueation. In & survey conducted by Laubach Literacy,
25

vm—rrvmwrﬂv'm:\'\"m\m(wﬂp?ww" s R S L R G S

C T TR
B 1

£

3

2 or_You survey, op. eit., p.l.
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The age of the adults in this study ranged from 20 to
65. The U.§. Office of Education did a national survey
of students in Adult Rasic Education programs and
reported that 46 per cent of the students were from
25 to 44 years of ags. Only 10 per cent wers 55 and
over.26

13. What Race Are Your Students?

TABIR 24
RACE OF STUDENTS

SRR

of Res nts Total

Race ADE__Sp. Other  MNumber _ Percentage
Mostly white 13 41 13 72 30
Mostly Black 25 7 5 37 26
Even, black/white 13 3 4 20 14
Other 2 2 9 13 9
(Mo Response) 2 1

Total 144 100

E R

Race
white students outnumber blacks in Special Education

by about six to one, but in Adult Basic Education, black

26710“.03: from ‘'Nerrative Summary of National Data on
students im Adult Basic Educatiom,” U.8. 0ffice of Education
(Washington, D.C,: Goverament Printing Press, 1966), p. l.
Ses appendix for summery.
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students predominate by about two to one, ''Other®
consists of Cubans, Spanish-Americans, American Indians,
and foreign-born. However, the salient feature is
that the majority of the readers are white. The U.S,

Office of REducation's national survey of Adult Basic

Education prograws revealed that :5 per ceat of the
students were white and 35 per cent black.Z’

when designing this questionnaire, special com-
sideration was given to questions on race and sex.

William Jacques, director of Washington Irving Adult

Basic Education in Syracuss, disclosed to this writer
that he objected to any questions relating to ‘'race,

sex, age, incoms or education’ about studeats.?3 He
felt that students were being ''surveyed to death” and
that his teachers were hesitant to provide researchers

; "persoasl information” about their students. It uas
& the writer's belisf that becsuse of the current racial
teasion in the United States, questions on ''race’ are

even more sensitive than beforse. To avoid antagonizing
teachers, questions om race and sex in this study were

worded in such a way as not to be too persomal ox

272“.

28y4111am Jacques, director of Washington Irving Adult
Basic Rduvcation, Syrscuse, New York. Private interview held
at his office, Syracuse, May, 1969.
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officious. Ths questions were also placed near the

end of the questionnaire in order not to discoursge
teachers from replying to the other questions. The
teacher was asked only to indicate if the class was
"mostly white or black.” The question on aex was worded
the sams way. Only a few teachers failed tc answer
these gquestions. It was felt for this study that

NN . .
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exact figures of age, race and sex were not necessary
and that a generalised account would be sufficient.
19. What Sex Are Your Studeats?
TABIE 25

SEX OF STUDENIS

i

R g e

" jusber of Respondents Total
Sex AK__$p. Other  Mumber _ Percentage
Mostly male 13 23 12 48 33
| Mostly female 21 4 8 33 23
Even, uale/female 19 26 15 6c 42
(No Response) 3 2
Total 144 100
Zex

This table teads to support previous studies on
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the sex of students enrolled in reading classes. This
study indicates thst the majorit; of students in Special

Education are boys. Helen Robinson reported in a 1
reading study that the majority of reading failures |
sesmed to be boys.29 Fifty-six per cent of the students

in Adult Basic Education programs in a national survey j
were found to be women.3® From this table, it seems
that a little more than half of the readers sre mels.
20. ¥hat Type of Clsss Do You Teach?
TABIE 26
TYFE OF CLASS USING NEWSPAFPER

Number of
Class Respondents Parcentags
Adult Basic Education 53 37
gSpecisl Rducation 53 37
Other 38 26
Total 144 100

class
The criterion for determining what category to
place the questiocnnaire was left to the writer. 1f not

- merked Adult Bzsic Education or Special Education by the

29%91en M. Robinsoa, Wh 11s Fail ias (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, )s Pe 96,

”H.nunu from "Narrative Sumasry of Mational Data oa
Students in Adult Basic Rducation,” op. cit., p. 1.
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teacher, the survey was comsidered "Other.” The

i

E
writer found 13 questionnaires marked “Other™ were 1
classes for the foreign-born. Four wexe classes for i
Cuben refugees; two American Indian; and two Spanish- 3
American. Other classes consisted of remedial reading 1
five (not classified as Special Education), prison pre-

release, Job Corps, special reading programs, and

classes for pregnant adolescents. i

21. 1s There Any Article You Think Should Not Be i
in NFY? If “Yes," What Articlse and Vhy? %

TABIE 27
CENSORSHIP OF CONTENT

S

Nusber of Respondeats Total

Reply ABE__Sp. _ Other _ Number _ Pexcentage

Yes 3 10 5 18 13

No 42 35 23 100 69

(No Response) 26 18
Total 144 100

Cengorship

Teachers in Special Education were more inclined
to think that some subjects should not be printed in the
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newspaper. This is probably due to the age group of
the students. Special Education teachers probably feel a
greater need to protect their students. However, the
majority of the teachers {ndicated that there was nothing
in the nauspaper that should not be printed. This
question required a written reply from the teschers and
this may be one reason why more didn't respond. The three
Adult Basic Education teachers replying to the question
felt that 'Dear Msry and sex education” should not be
printed. The 10 teachers in Special Education had
these comments: "Tell it to Mary is too trits; topics
superficially treated; Dear Maxry too juvenile, kids say
stupid (5 comments against Dear Mary); on spotlight (3):
nggudents bored by it; same thing over snd over. Two
teachers were against the Negxo history articles: "fesl
your section on Negro history plays the hatred angls a
1ittle too heavy; like some white history, too.” One
teacher commented that ‘nothing should be printed about
people who consider Sunday a playday."

Two teachers in the "Other” category mentioned

that Dear Mary had little value: "her advice is ridiculed

N ks sl
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by my students; they say she can only tell thea to
seek a counselor.” Comments against Megro history (2)
wer:: "we fesl that there was too much emphasis on the
slavery articles. Stress on Negro history being one-
fourth of paper not pertineat--gensral history more
applicable to people new to country.” Additional
comments were: '‘toc meny stories of bad meua of the west
type;" one teacher felt that the crossword 'took up
spacs better devoted to students' daily needs, interests
and abilities.”

22. What Do You Like Best About urY?31(09¢n end
question).

Best from Adult ic tion Teacher

Reply Frequency of Msntion

Easy tc Xead, Understand
Varisty

‘ Current News

3 Concise

Spotlight

2 Black History
Intexesting Format
Adult Oriented Paper
Cood Pictures

News Briefs
Crossword Puzzle
Prompt Delivexy
Iaterest lavel
Money Articles

-
W
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3lrhe following verbatim comments for questions id2~24
include all the replies.
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It brings items of interest to adults at a

level they can handle."”

It makes it possible for poor resders to read

an adult newspaper.®

“"Generslly like: Tell it like it is.”

"Good way to teach current news, easier than

local paper to read."”

"Easy to read and understand.”

“Have greatly appreciated the recent black history

series.”

"attractive format.”

"material written on lower level but adult words.

"“The makeup is exciting and readable."
Like pest Comments from Special Education Teachers

Reply

Curxent Topics

Easy Reading

Job Information

Wide Rangs of Topics
wWorld Events

Foods

News Coverags

Picture News
Similaxrity to Mewspaper
Dear Mary

Frequency of Mention

PO NDNLWLWERWVYY

b oy
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(Cont.) 107 ‘i
Reply Frequency of Meation _;
Black History ;
News Briefs
Money Articles

Conciseness
Comprehensive News

Verbatim Commgnts
"Good as a general information paper.” i

NN
i

"Relevant or 'adult' information presented on &

level my students can understand.’
nprovides material found in newspapers.’
w1t is currént--the things the students are thinking

snd talking about now.”

Liks Best Comments from "Other' Teachexs
Reply Frequency of Msntion

Rasy to Read, Undexstand
Current News

vVaristy of Coverage
Largs Type

World Mews

U.8. News

Pictures

PN RWLWWNMONG

Varbatis Couments

W

vghort articles of gensral interest.”

n1¢'s no-nonsense impartiality and sane counseling.”

ryariety helps keep the interest of students from

many different countries.”




108

1t is pertinent and relevant."

"Articles about Negroes, particularly humsan
intexast.*

"yesps the men informed in a paper they can under-
stand."”

""The human relations stories which are in keeping
with the encouragement of inter-action.”
Best Liked Aspects of the Mewspsper

The best liked aspects of llln'gor You are its
readability (30 mentions), its current news (22), and
its variety of topics (16). Teachers in Adult Bssic
Rducation, Special Education and "Other'” sesm to agree
on these three top features.

23. What Do You Like Least About NFY? (Open
end question).

Like Lsast Commsats from Adult Bssic Rducation Teachers

Reply Frequency of Msation

Dear Msry 6

Black History A

Spotlight 2
Verbatim Comments

"Lack of ads which make it seem an artificial
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n7'm vhite so perhaps that is why I fesl thexre
is too much news of Negroes.'

oyer-emphasis on race, problems, personagss.’’

"roo black oriented, need more about other
minority groups.”

“roo much space for Spotlight.”

"the style, often sentences are awkuard to read.’

‘*roo much black history.™

urell it to Mary of no use to our students."

Like Lsast Comments from Special Education Teachers

Reply Frequency of Mention
Eaphasis on Negroes 8
Spotlight 3
Dear Mexy 2
Paper too Small 2

Verbatim Comments
"‘Dggy Mary letters are too infantile."’

"go much coverags of disadvantaged youth in the
urban area doss not apply to us.”

vgor my sll Caucasian class, Negro history was
tco much, tho, I underctand why so much was in -~ very
interesting."

"gtyls too simple, reading level could be raised

|
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‘Sentence structure too simple.™

‘Hatred angle of whites toward Negroes in Negro
history."

"Paper concentrates too much on Negroes.'

"Lacks coherence.’

""Too much on one page."

*0ld news."

‘While an important subject, toc much emphasis
on matters pertaining to and about Negroes.'

""roo much stress on adult affairs, not enough on

teenagess.’’
“It's harsk tone for 'whitey'.”
“Too much stress on racial hotbed."
"Lenytiy world news.’'
"Articles for adults (mine still im high school).™

1ike Least Comments from “Other' Teachers

Reply Frequency of Mention
Berhasis on Nagroes 6
Dear Mary &

Adult Articles 2
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Verbatin Comments
"Excessive material or one topic."

"Somstimes an issue seems concerned exclusively
vith Negroes - my class is not interested.”

The stress this ysar on Negroes.'

“Proof reading is not thorough. It permits too
many spelling and punctuation errors which confuse our
trusting resders.”

"My students find it difficult to understand
abstract neuys, expressions, and reporting.’

"Too much spsce devoted to welfare articles.”

"lLack of sports coverage."

"Maybe a little too obviously directed toward
ethnic groups.*

"Lately, there has been too much on the Negro."

"Emphasis on racial and discriminating issues.”

"Sometimes delivered too late to use the week
published. "

Least Liked Aspects of the Newspaper

The black history series drew the most criticism
from the teachers (13 mentions). Dear Mary was




112

criticized by 12 teachexs. These were the two lesst
liked sxticles.
24, How Could NFY Be Improved?

Suggestions for Improvessat from Adult Basic Rducstion
Jeschers

"1 thiak you should striwe for senteace varisty.

There sre too meny simple, declarativs sentences.”
"Simplify the A" edition. Simple vocabulsry
is needed."
"Moxre American history.’’

"More bibliographies of well-known pscrle.'’

3+

'‘More success stories about Negroes.'’

"Less emphasis on negative news.’
“Occasional discussion sbout words and their uss.'

‘'More household hints.'
» “One~half. page at lower level.’
5 '"More discussion of progress im race relatioms.”

"Soms smphasis on pecple who show that more
privileges msan more responsibility.’

"More neus and articles about younger pecple, the
disappoiatmsnts thsy face, their adapting to & mew and
changing world.”
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"Larger paper.’

"More nstural science.’

Y1 think your emsphasis should remein fn Adult

Basic Education.”’
"Carry Chicano (Mexican-American) history, we
want to know our identity, too.“
“Go into depth when dealing with news.”
"Languasge should be more difficult.” ;
“"Include editorial.™
"A study guide to aid students in reading the

peper could be included.’

‘'More geography and geographic stories.”
“Have & =iddle-page insertion - 6 pages.”

‘Be wore accurats.’’

Suggestions for Improvemsnt from Special Education
Jeachers

‘'Moxe sbout teenagers.‘

By contisuing to present the news truthfully
and by resinding readers that freedom fsn't free. A
strong nation is & respoasible one.™

‘'Cut down on world news."

""Less aews briefs.'
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"Would like to see more controversiasl matters
discussed and different view points preseated."”

“Less hatred angle in Negro history."

‘Add color."

"U.S. and world news written in a simpler menner.’’

"More story type articles on family life.*

"More pages."

Cover more Negro and other minority groups in
depth.*

“Print answers at bottom of page and sepsrately.”

"Publish answers to quiz on a separate weekly
Teacher's Cuide."

"Tighten up owerall formse."

"Make more exciting, dynamic.”

""More opinions, editorials."

"More in tins with exceptional student in terss
of real, serious problems."

"A special edition with more pictures for hearing
impaired children.™

"More news briefs.”

""More quiz 1deas.”
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"More difficult crosswords.'

"Cive white people a iittle more represeatstion.”

"The format could be better orgzaised, less
jusbled."

“Things should not be presented in such a cut
and dried mamner.”

'You don't stimulate msuch interest."

"Expand services in the areas of sex education
and child rearing und add to Dear Mary."

*Larger print."

‘More Puerto Rican news.®

“More on scisace and natural study.”

“More sports.'

‘More news.'

“Be more objective and less editorializing under
featured titles."” |

"More, shorter articles.”

"When writing what is wrong, dor't place all
blams Oon one race.'’

“Talk sbout people as peopls, not as black,

white or whatever.'

- P

P T T T I
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"Pesture more school ags people im 'Spotlight"
and show how they have overcoms educatiousl blocks,
and succeedsd in life."

"Questions and answers foxr each pags.”

A line or two of humor,

"Laxger paper.”

"Make it more like a city newspaper with ads,
jobs, help-wanted sections.”

"Iaclude & short quiz area.”

"How about Spotlight on well-known people, world
figures, actors, etc., who have risen from lowly places
— in 1ife? My students seem disinterested ia the lives
of unkanowns.'

“Critical review of TV--potice of shows 10 days
in advance instead of current week,”

‘‘More pictures.’

*Ingexrt student's letters, poetry."

guggestions for Improvement from "Othex” Jeschers

"Xeep all items short.®

"Cear more toward the foreign student.”

*“Mora Amexican histoery."

g sy




117

"‘More geography.”

"My students want to learn all they can aksit
their new country.'

“A simpler edition (like old "AA") would help us.”

"Gear it more toward the general adult population
and less toward specific groups."

'More international news."

More humsn interest in the news stories.’

Spotlight should feature s minority group mesber
who successfully broke down barriers of prejudice,
especially in the sreas of housing and interracial
marxiage.’’

"Crossword vuszle--use of words other than those
based inm articles.”

‘‘More photos.’’

"More news.'

"More features.'

"Moxe pages.’’

'More about American Indian.”

“A third higher level.”

“rake & bit more care with checking facts."
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"Would like s Teacher's Guide with each weskly

GQ’.“
""Laxger print."

Anslysis of Teschers' Suggestions for Improviag the News-

paper

No attempt was made to assimilate the suggestions
for improvement because of the diversity of the replises.
These suggestions more or less reiterste what has slready
been indicated in pravious questions. However, there
were numerous suggestions dealing with ideas to aid the
tescher, for example, '"Publish answers to quiz on a
separate vweskly Teacher's Guids,' 'more quiz ideas,’

‘"more difficult crosswords,’" ‘'occasional discussion about
words and their uses,'" "a study guide to aid students in
reading the paper could be included.”

The suggestion to print ‘'notice of television
shows 10 days in advance instzad of current week' may

be an idea worth considering; too.

L X b _
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CHAPTER V
CONTENT AMALYSIS OF NEWS FOR YOU

A content analysis by itself can amount to &
thesis. However, to exclude a content anslysis of

News For You would leave unanswered the criticisms
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voiced by 25 per cent of the teachers that the newspeper
was ''too black." This analysis will attespt to find

out if that criticisa was valid.
The teschers in this study indicated that ''more
space” vas needed most for the following subjects:

1) job informetion; 2) how to budget money; 3) health;
4) U.S. news; and 5) children upbringing. They
indicated ''less space’ for Negro history, spotliht,
Desr Mary, television, and sports. They felt ''no
space” be devoted to Dear Mary, sex education, children

upbringing, religion, and foods.
Categories have been set up to determine how

much space was devoted to the above subjects.
The categories used for this analysis were
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adspted from a system of categories developed by

Chilton Bush.l Some of the categories devised by Bush
have besn dropped from this analysis and others have
besn developed. "It should be obvious to the reader
that any set of categories relating to reader iaterest
will have to changs from time to time to fit the news...
certain new categories would have to be developed.'?

Because MNews For You consists of only four pages

and is simed at new literates, Bush's category of
"Comsuniss in the United States,'’ would have no rolmm;

A category like "Agriculture" would also be inconse-

quential. The primary requiremsats for any set of
categories are thsat they must be tailored to fit the
sseds of the study so they will provide the answers to
the questions ukod.3

The following categories were added to this
analysis: “sports,” "welfare and the poor,” 'jobs,”
"Dear Msry,”" ‘‘quis and essay,’ letters to editorx,”
"crossword puzzle,” and "foods.” These are categoriss

that pertain specifically to Mews For You and are
necessary for this anslysis. These categoriss wers

Ichilton R. Bush, "A System of Categories for Gemeral

Mews Content,”’ Jouraslism Quarterly, XXXVII (1960), pp. 206-210.
21b4d.
3pichard V. Budd and Robert K. Thorp, oduction to
Coateat lysis (Iowa City: State University of Iowa, ’

‘ Po 0.
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not listed in the Bush systems.
The Categories*

Peopls Well Known.-Persons well known to mnst
readers of the particular newspaper becsuss of their
fams or notoriety or particular sccomplishmmat.

People Jot Well Known.-Persons in tho news
because of their particular sccomplishments or activities
or positicas, but not well known to the usual reader of
the newspaper. For ‘cnuph, spotlight,

Hollywood. -Persons not otherwise well known who
are sssociated with the Hollywood entertaioment
industries.

Our MNation.-An slement with which almost all
fudou sight identify themselves as members of this
nation. Also applies to geography and history in this
. pazrticular study.

OQur Allies.-News which is or seems to be related
to the security or welfare of the United States.

Our Enemies.-Political and economic events in
the Communist controlled nations.

Politics.-News about politics on the state, and

‘.‘l.b’ ﬂg cl!.. PP. 208‘2100
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national level; all aspects, issues, candidates,

Ly

leaders, criticisms of govermment sctivitiss leden with
political implications.

Rebellion.-News of demcnstrations, strikes,
student protests, and violent action against an issue
or group or institution in the United States.

War.-Actual hostilities between two or more

nations.

Taxss and Prices.-News about the establishment,
abolishment, or changes in rates of tamss which could
have a direct affect on the resder. MNews about the
fluctuation of the prices of consumer items.

Labor.-Nevs chiefly concerned with the conflict
element of orjanized labor in socisty: strikes,
anticipated strikes which could affect the welfare of
the country. Also includes teacher's strikes.

Crims.-News of criminal trials, acts of crime,
arrests.

$ex. -News deal ing with sex education and with
sex relations of males and females.

Accidents and Discsters.~-News involving disasters
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of nature, fires, floods and explosiocns. Also
accidents befalling individuala.

Race Relations.-News concerned with the
segregations of and the conflict betwssa blacks and
vhites. Includes Negzo history.

Honsy snd Budgeting.-News in which the asount of
money involved is a separsts element of interest to tha
reader like budgeting.

Health,-News of diseases, cures, epidemics with
which most readers might identify; also news of public
health, national wslfare, and health agencies.

Sc’ence.-News from tho naturcl and social sciences
involving theory, inventions, spsce and imaovations.

Religion.-News about chuzches, religious faiths,
and religious leaders.

Ngtural Deaths.-News of natural deaths, obituaries.

RBducation.~-News of private and pubiic schoois,
colleges, trade schools, adult educetion.

Children/Teensgers.-Nsws of the activities of
the youngstsr in school; also of tesnagers, juveuile
delinguency, Includes upbringing of children.
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Animsls.-News involving animals, {ncluding
pets.

Amupgmsats, -News of entertaiomast, events, radio,
television, and moviss.

Sports.-News rolating to world of sports, asateur,
and professionsl.

VWelfars of PocZ.-News sbout people or: welfare
and relsting tc ths poor.

Job Informstion.-News of the world of work, whers
to fiod jodbs, what jcbs are s&voileble, how to spply.

Dear Mary.-News involving perional reply to
readars.

Quis snd Bsusy. -News uf educational walue to

teachers and students.

iatters to Rditor. -Repiies fros students aosvering
essay questions.

Crossword Puszzle.-Fcrm of educationsal aid to
students.

Foods.-News of foods and preperation of food

stuffs.

¥iscellansous. ~Includes articles not covered by




other categories.
Defisition of Columa Inch

The pags size of News For You is 11} x 17%",
four-psges, four columns to & page. A column inch
is 2-7/16 inches wide.

Gn the Justowritexr, a columsn inch in the "A”
edition consisted of four lines to sn ioch (20-25 words)
and in the ""B" editicn, 6 Lines per iach (25-30 words).
Typs size vwas approximstely 12 poiat with 4 point
leading in "A™ edition. There vas less leading in
the "B’ edition. After the changes to tbe IBM
computerized couposing machine in January, 1969, a
column inch in “A" edition was 4.l lines per inch
(12 point type, 3 point leading) and ia "B edition,

6 lines per inch for news (pages 1 and 2) and 5.54 lines
for pages 3 and 4. Type size was 11 point with
1 point leading. Type face vwas Press Romea.

Edition A" was ussd for this content analysis
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bscause it had the lsrgest circulation in the classrooms.




TABLE 23

NUMBER OF COLUMN INCHES DEVOTED TO EACH CATEGORY
FROM SEPTEMBER TO JUME, 1969

126

Nusber of Colusn Inche

Category Septeabar October
4 11 18 25 2 9 16 23 30
People Well Known 1 - - - - 17 = - -
People Not Well Known 23 23% 22 19 21 - 23% 26 13
Hollywood - - - - 20 - - - -
Our Nation 13 18 15 16 14 - - - -
Our Allies - - - 1 - 18% 22 9 1
Our Enemies 5 7 - 1 9 - - - -
Politics 32 27 3 23 8 25 17 31% 59%
Rebellion 2 6 - - - 1k - - -
Wer - 1 22% - 1% - 22 - 6
Taxes and Prices - - - - - - 2 - -
Labor - - 9% 1 2% 1 - 1 -
Crime - 1 2 - 1% 1 - - -
Sex - - - - - - - - -
Accidents and Disasters- 6 - 2 - - - - ) §
Race Relations - - - - - 17 19 22 23%
Mooey, Budgets - - 33 - - - - - -
Health 13 22 20 16X 43 16 21 - 2
Science - - - - - - - 10% 7
Religion 8 - - - 7 - - - -
Katural Deaths 1 - - - - - - - -
Xducation - 1 - - - - - - -
Children/Tesnagers - - - - - - - - -
Animals - - - - - - - - -
Amusemsnts - 6 3 9 4 - 2% 6 -
Spoxrts - - - 1 20 - - 1 9
Welfars of Poor - - 4% 30% - - 2 - -
Jobs - - - - - - - - -
Desr Mary 13 7 W 12 8 12 10 10 6%
Quiz and Kssays 7 8 18 7 11 5 11 10 3
Latters to Editor - 30 - - - - - 26% -
Puxzle - - - - - 16 - - -
Foods - - - - - - - 17% 6%
Miscellaneocus - - - - - - - - -
Total 173 165 164y 139 | 150% 150% 152 169 138
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TABLE 23 (CONT.)

Nusber of Column Inches

___Number of Column 1D 8
Category November December

6 13 20 27 L 4 11 18

People Well Known 2 - - - - 15% -

People Not Vell Known 23 20 - 23 27 22 15

Hollywood - - - - - - -

Our Nation 13 15 - - - - -

Our Allies - 2 - - 3 - -

Our Enemies 7 - 1 1% - - -

Politics 102 12% 69 14 - 1% -

Rebellion 2 - - - - 7% 10

war - 20 8 1% 7 7% %

Taxes and Prices - - - - - 4 9

Labor - - - 9 1% - -

Crime - - 5 - 2k 3k -

Sex - - - - - - -

Accidents and Disasters - 3 2 - 9 3 1

Race Relations 22 23 20 24 22 23 22%

Money, Budgets - - - - - - 15

Health - - - - 16 14 -

Science - - - - - 18 1

Religion - - 1 6 - - 48%

Natural Deaths - - - - - - -

Education 15 - - - - - -

! Children/Teenagers - - - - - - -

] Animals - - - - - - -

i Amusements - 5 - 3% - 9 15

a sports 15 - 14 - 14 - 1

VWelfare of Poor - - - - - - -

Jobs - - - - -

Dear Mary 3 10 3 10 6k 7% 7

: Quiz and Essays 11 12 9 6 15 7% 15

Letters to Editor - - - - 36 - -

? Puzzle - - - - - - -

Foods 13 30 14 34 3 - -

Miscellansous - - - 18 - - -

__Total 151% 152§ 151 155% 167% 144 162k
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TABLE 23 (CONT.)

e
Number of Column Inches
Category January February
3 15 22 29 A s 12 19 26
People Well Known - - 5 -] - 13% - -
People Not Well Known 16 2z 21 22%| 23 23 43 28%
Hollywood - - - -] - - - -
Our Mation 3 - - 3] - - - - ;
Our Allies - - . -1 1 - - -
Our Enemies - - 3 6kl 3% - 23 1 %
Politics - 0% 17 29%] 6 1% 3% 1
Rebellion - 2 N -l - - - 6
War 13 12 - 71 13 2 - 27%
Taxes and Prices - - - -] - - - -
Labor - 1 1% -1 - - - 1
Crimes - 7% - 1] - 3% - 3
Sex - - - -] =~ - - -
Accidents and Disasters - - - 1| 7% - 1 1
Race Relations 15% 21 16% 25| 20 24 20 -
Money, Budgets 23% 143 - -1 15 - - 16
Health 1% - - - 140% - 5 -
Science 11 - 15 - - 1 - -
Religion - - - -] - 1 - -
Natural Deaths - 1 - -] - - 1 -
Education - - - -1 - - 5% -
Children/Teenagers - - - -1 - - - 19
Animals - - - -] - - - -
Amusements 4% 9 4% 11y 7 7% 3 -
Sports - - 1 - - - 2 -
; Welfare cf Poor - - - -l - 6 - 4k
Jobs - - - -l - - 15 -
| Dear Mary 3 10 9% Sk| 3% 9 10% 7
i Quiz and Essays 6 11 4 14] 14 5 11 10
E latters to Editor - 55 - -l - -~ - 26
z Puzzle 3k - 16 16%| - 15% 13% 3
% Foods - - 20 -l - - - -
‘ Miscellaneous - - - 13 - - - -
total 115% 176§ 136 161|159 132% 151% 159%
i
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TABLE 28 (CONT.)
Nusber of Column Inches
Category March April
5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30

People Well Known 1 1 - - sk 36 - - -
People Mot Well Known 21 24y 21 13| 20y - 17 22 18
Hollywood - - - - - - - 3 -
Our Nation - - - - - - 7 - -
Our Allies 3 8 2% - 5% - - - -
Our Enemies 1 1 1% 1 - - - - 2
Politics 15 15 2 10 10 - - 10% -
Rebellion - 7% 1 - 11 27% - - 1k
Kar 8 4% 10% 1 7 - Sk 6% 10§
Tanes and Prices - 17 21 -~ - - 1 - 6}
Labor - - - 1% - - - - -
Crime 33% 2 22 23% 22 - 3 13 26%
Sex - - - - - - - - -
Accidents ard Disasters- - 1 1k - - 1 2 144
Race Relations 23 19 16% 17% 18 23 23 18y 21
Money, Budgsts - - - 15| 13% 12 - 15% 12
Health - 1 - - 1 - 1 1 -
Science 3 9% 26 1 - 15% - 22 -
Religion - - - - 1% - - -
Ratural Desths - - - - 13 - - -
Education - - - - - - - -
Children/Tesnagers - 1% - - - - - -
Animals - - - - - - - -
Amusements - - 12 9 14 - - 3% 3
gports - 13% - 15% - - 6 - -
Velfare of Poor 10% - - 9 - - 1 2% -
Jobe - 16 - 1 - - 12 - -
Dear Mary 7 7 3 71 104 9 10 3 8k
Quiz ad Essays & 16 11 135 11 10 - 6 9
letters to Kditor - - 4 - - - &5 - -
Puzsle - - - - - - 9 - -
¥oods 20 - - - - - 20 - -
Miscellaneous 23 - - - - - - - -

Total 174% 155§ 160 146% 164y 133 161% 139 1354
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TABLE 23 (CONT.)

Mumber of Column Inches

Categer May
! 7 14 21 28

People Well Known
People Mot Well Known 2
Hollywood

Our Mation

Our Allies

Our Enemies
Politics
Rebellion

War

Taxss and Prices
Labor

Crime

sex

Accidents and Disasters
Race Relations
Money, Budgsts
Health

Sclience

Religion

Natural Deaths
Rducation
Children/Teenagers
Animals

, Amigsements

g gports

‘ Welfare of Poor

5? Jobs

3 Dear Mary

Quisz and Essays
Lettexrs to ERditor
f Puzzle

E Foods

: Miscellansous
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TOTAL NUMBER OF COLUMN INCHES DEVOTED TO EACH
CATEGORY FROM SEPTEMBER TO JUME, 1969

——s
—

Categozy

Total Column Inches

People Well Known
People Not Well Known
Hollywood

Our Nation

Our Allies

Our Enemies
Politics
Rebellion

War

Taxes and Prices
Labor

Crime

sex

Accidents and Disasters
Race Relations
Money, Budgets
Health

Science

Religion

Natural Deaths
Education
Children/Teenagers
Animals
Amusements
Spocts

Welfare of Poor
Jobs

Desr Mery

Quis and Essays
Letters to Editor
Pusszle

Yoods
Miscellaneocus

107X
759
23
153
97%
60%
436%
101%
247%
69
30%
203%
0
59
674%
193%
235%
148%
78%
16
29k
48
0
170%
129
115%
204X
318
351
222%
96
231
59
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Anslysis of Categories
Categories receiving the most space in News

Por You from September to June, 1969 were:

1. People Not Well Known (mostly spotlight)-
759 column inches

2. Race Relations - 674 column inches

3. Politics ~ 436% column inches
4. Quiz/Essay - 351 column inches
S. Dear Mary - 318 column inches
Categories receiving the least space:

1. Sex Education - no column inches

2. Animals - no column inches

3. Natural Deaths -~ 16 column inches

4., Hollywood - 23 columa inches

5. Children/Teenagers - 48 column inches

In Chapter IV of this study, teachers indicated
that "more space’ was needed in the newspaper for the
following top five subjects: job informatiom, how to
budgset money, health, U.S. news, and children upbringing.
News For You devoted the following column inches to

these subjects:
1. Job Information - 204% column inches




2. Money, Budgeting - 193% column inches
3. Health - 143% column inches

4. U.S, News - 2311 column inches

5. Children/Teenagers - 43 column inches

Job Information

The amount of -space devoted to job information
was 204% column inches or 4 per cent of the available
space. However, 160 of the 204% column inches
appeared in one specisl eight-page edition May l4.

The first article relating to jobs ran February 19, 1969
entitled: "U.S. Company Trains Unskilled Yorkers,”

(15 inches). Articles sbout job information appeared
sporadically after that. There were no regular series
on jobs in the newspaper. Job ianformation wes the
subje~t teachers (57 per csnt) rated highest in terms

of ‘‘more space’ needed in the newspaper.

How to Budget Mone

Space devoted to money snd budgeting was 193%
column inches or 3.4 per cent during the ysar. The
first article, ""Credit Unions Help Cut the Ccat of Being
Poor,” ran September 13 (35 inches). The next article

133
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"Iis the Season to Lose Money,' (15 inches) ran
December 13. The srticles appeared infrequeatly
throughout the year. Nearly all the articles on
money and budgeting were prepared by the Office of
the Cnondaga County Cooperative Extension, Syracuss.
In terms of "more space’ needed in the newspaper,
budgsting was the second highest (50 per ceat) behind
job information.
Heslth

Total column inches devoted to heslth in Navs
Por You was l438% or 3 per cent. Heslth was a subject
for which 46 per cent of the teachers felt "'more spsce’
was needsd, making it the third highest subject for
which ‘'more space” was desired. Articles on health
appeared sporadically in News For You, There was no
regular health series, although the Onondaga Couaty
Health Department ran a series of health articles from
September 4 to October 21. Repressntative samples were:
"Menopsuse Dossn't Need to be a 'Change of Life',"”
September 4 (13 inches); ‘Aches and Pains of the
Golden Years,' September 11 (22 inches).
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U,S, News

The total number of column inches devoted to
U.S. news is difficult to ascertsin. In & literal
sense, all news printed in the newspaper, other than
world nevws, is U.5, nows. However, in this study,
1.5. news is news confined to pages 1 and 2. Categoeries
considered U.5. neuws were: Hollywood, politics, war,
taxes snd pricesx, labor, crime, accidents and disasters
(1f not foreign), science, religion, natural deaths,
welfave and poor, and rsbelliocn. These categoriss
total 2,311 columa inches or 40 per cent of availabls
space. For examwple, on October 30, 1963, the following
articlas appesred on page 1 and would be classified &s
U.S. aews: "Apollo 7 Comes Home," "U.S. Tries Nevw Peace
offer," "U.S. Olympic Victories Marked by Black Runners’
Protest,” and Mews Briefs (S5 inches). Page 2 newe
articles were: "How About a Nimon-Muskie Ticket? Or

Agoew for President?”; "cusll Party Candidates Run

for President;" end ''Candidates Axgue Vietnas Issue."
Yorty-four per ceat of the teachers indicated ''moze

space”’ was needed for U.5. news. It appears that
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"news'' may be one of the top features of News For You.

Chlldtcn[Zg!gggggl

The amount of space devotsd to this category g

o LU TV APP SRV TTNger Nl 3 7 TP

was 42 column inches or .1 per cent. The category
consists of articles designed to help the parent undex~
stand and plan his child's future. It included
articles on tesnagers and theixr probleme and successss.
The first article ran February 26, 1969 entitled,

vplan for Your Chiléd's Collsge,” (12 inches). A

May 7 issue xan 'Childrén‘s Toys' Helps Themx Learan and
Crow" (16 inches). Very listle space was devoted to
this category during the year; however, 38 per cent

of the teachers indicated "mors tpace’ was needed in
the newspaper. Out of tae 37 spotiight features
placed 1n the category, "Feople Not Vell Knows,” 8
were about teenagers.

The top five subjects receiving "less space”
msntioned were: Negro history, spotlight, Dear Mery,

television, and sports.

Negro History
Negro history was included in the category,
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Race Rsistions. Space devotsd o this caZegory was

674% column inches or 12 per cent. The Afro-American
sexries started Sctober 9 snd ran weskly until June.

1t traced the history of the black men’s xole in

American history. One-fourth of the teachers indicated
that too much space %&s davoted to blacks ian the news-
paper. Blacks fsatured ia spotliight cere not included

in this category, buf uvader People Net VWell Enown., The
content of the story determinsd the categoxry place in

this case. Cut of 36 Spotlights, 15 were of blacks.

The April 23 issue ran a black spotlight (22 fiaches) and

a black history articles (13 inches). Both articles

wers accompsnied by photographe. Tha May 23 issus carriad
three black photographs on page Z; = black bistory
article on page 3 (16 inches); and a black spotlight with
two related photogrsphs (21 inches). FPage 4 ususlly
consists of the spotlight articlo, a small telsvision
srticle and the quiz, crossword puzzle or scae other
aducational aid for the teachers. The freguent criticiasm

that News For You was too black probably stems from issues

which carried a considerable amount of black articles.
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spetliizsht
This subject was included in the category, People

Mot Yell Enown. & total of 759 culuoe inches or 13.3

pec cant of the space i Neus For ¥You was devoted to ;

spotlight, & veekly featuze. Most people featured in
spotlight uwere ordinary people contributing something
to soclety. Cut of 3¢ spotlights, 15 were white native

Americans, 15 Llack, acd 6 of other nuitional groups.

Fifteen per cent of the teachers indicated ''less space”
be given to this subject.

Dear Mary
-3 A weekly feature, the amcunt of space devoted

to this subjest was 3i8 column iuches or $ per cent.
Only four other categories received “more space”’ in the
nexspapey thaa Dear Mary. Twelve pexr csat of the
teacherz indicstsd “less space” for this subject; it
4 was the third sost frequently mentioned subject for
3 less space.
Yelevigion

Included in the category of “asusemsnts,” the

smount of space given to television was 170 column
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inches or 3 per ceant. Besides listing various
educational shows for the week, the television article
included new television shows for the year, and ran
articles such as CBS's firing of the Smothers Brothers.
Ten per cent of the teachers felt too much space was
devoted to television during the year.
Sports

Sports received 129 column inches or 2.3 per cent
of the space in the newspaper. Articles on sports
appeared infrequently throughout the year. Most of
the articles were about sports personalities. For
example, the Cctober 20 issue xan “Joe Namath Stars as
Jets’ 5$427,000 Guarterback.' Eight per cent of the
teachers thought that there was too much sports ia the
newspaper.

The top five subjects marked most frequeatly
for "no space” were: Dear Mary, sex education, children

upbringing, religion, and foods.

Dear Maxy
Fourteen per ceni of the tsachers indicated

"no space’ was needed for Dear Msry, &nd 1Z per cent
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indicated "less space.” It was the only subject

marked most frequently by teachers for both 'less space,’
snd "no spacs.” (Twenty five per cent of the teachers
felt “less space” was needed for Negro history but only
3.5 per cent saw no need for it). A total of 313

columa inches or 6 per cent of the space in News For You

was devoted to Dear Mary, a weekly feature.

Sex Rducation

One teacher wrote on the survey next to the
question about sex education: "where is it?" 1In fact,
no article on sex education was printed in the news-
psper. However, Mary Stewart (Dear Mary) occasionally
repiies to her readers on questions relating to sex
education. A health article, ''Dangerous Venereal

Diseases Can be Treated," (October 2) could be classified

'is sex education in & general sense. Ten per cent of

the teachers indicated ''no space’ was needed for sex
education. The debate over sex education continues
to grow. "In at least 15 state legislatures and

Congress. legislation that would investigate, restrict

a

ban sex education in public schools is being considered.

15

So?

Skrnest Dunbar, Look, September 9, 1969, p. 15,




Children Upbr GSNARSXS

In coatrast to the 38 per cent of the teachers
who wanted more space to children upbringing, 3 per
cent also wanted 'no space.” However, only 43 column
inches or .l per cent appeared in the newspaper during
the ysar. Little space was devoted to children or
tesnagers.
Religion

The awount of space given to religion was 73
colunn inches or 1.4 per cent. Forty-sight columen
inches appeared in one issue, December 13, to mark the
Christnas seascn. Eight per cent of the teachers felt
'no space’’ should be given to religion. Most of the

religious news in Mews For You was about religious

leaders such as the Pope.
Foods

Space devoted to foods was 213 column inches
or 4 per cent. Six per cent of the teachers indicated
“no space' was needed on foods. Six straight articles
on foods ran from October 23 to December 4. “Breakfast

Starts Your Day Right,” ran Novesber 20. The January

141
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23 issue ran ''‘Shop Carefully to Save Money on Canned
Foods. Nearly all the articles were directed at

the female adult., Food and health articles alternated
sporadically throughout the year.

This analysis shows that black news did on
occasion predominate the newspaper, especially when a
black spotlight appeared with the weekly black history
sexries. The three top subjects, jobs, budgeting and
health, indicated by teachers for ‘‘more space” appeared
desultory throughout the year in the newspaper. Job

information received 204% column inches; budgeting

193% column inches, and health 148% column inches.
None of the three was & regular feature. The amsount
of space devoted to politics stands out sharply in

Table 23 during the first part of the year. The reason

being that 1963 was national election ysar and News For
You printed a considerable amount of news about the

candidates and their views.

Picture Analysis of Newspaper
Photographs are the daily butter, if not the

bread, of newspapers and many magazines. People will
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N mum.sm;.muumwd

usually stop and look at a good picture, even if they
can’'t read or write. The writer felt that a picture ;

analysis of News For You was important to this study

because the nevwspaper uses a large numbsr of pictures

each week and to ignore them would be excluding perhaps

one-third of the newspaper. “On the average, 3% per
cent of the men and 91 per cent of the women readers
will stop to look at a picture pcgo."6

Woodburn refers to literate, educated people in
his study, but it seems that pictorial content would
perhaps appeal more to the new literate because of his
difficult in reading.

A review of the literature relating to picture
analysis revealed little research in this area. Robert
Kerns, Syracuse University photography professor, said
that "research in photography is practically nonexistent.'’
A study by Malcolm Maclean and Willism Hazard provided

some guidelines, and the categories used in this

pictorial analysis were adapted from their study.3
Five additional categories were added to cover specific

pictorial content found in News For You, These were:

sﬂ.rt v, Wooabutn, '‘KGAUsST 3 NOWBEDEDE) 0

Journalism Cuarterly XXIV (1947), pp. 197-201
’Robert L. Kerns, Assistant Professor of Photography,
Syracuse University, School of Journalism., Private interview
held at his office July, 1969.
‘ SMalcolm S, Maclean and William R, Hazard, 'Women's
‘ Interest in Pictures: The Badger Village Study," Journalism

Rl Quarterly XXX (1953), pp. 139-162,

T
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U.S. News, World Mews, Animals, Personslity-tie-in,
#nd Cartoons, Maps.

Picture Categories?

U,5, News.-Includes pictures relating to U.S.

found on pages 1 and 2. [Example: s picture of Eisenhower
and Nizon (March 5, 1969).

world News.-Includes pictures of world, foreign
personalities. Exawple: Israsl Prime Minister, Mrs. Golda
Meix, (March 19).

Social Problems.-Includes pictures of mass riots,
slums, strikes, student demonstrations.

War.-Includes pictures of warships, soldiers,
wounded, dead.

Blood and Violence.-Includes shootings, drownings,
bloody accidents, disasters.

gports. -Includes sports of every kind, professional
and amateur.

Idolatry. -Includes pictures of people of famwe,
fortuns, high society, movie and TV stars.

Picturesque.-Includes pictures of countryside,
flowers, fishing, nostalgia.

I1bid.
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Animals.-Includes pictures of all animals, dogs,
and cats.

Parsonality-tie-in. ~-Includss pictures of people
in spotlight, humen interest stories. Excludes pictures
on pages 1 and 2,

Cartoons, Maps.-Includes all illustrative materiasl
except crossword puzzle which is classified as content
material.

Column Inch

A column inch in this newspapexr is 2-7/16 inches
wide, one inch desp. Cutlines are not included in this
picture analysis. Except in few cases, most pictures
in the newspaper are either one or two columns wids,
Photograph Services

News For You has 8 contract to receive weekly
around 75 news pictures from United Press International.
The pictures usually arrive the Saturday before the
final layout on Tuesday. This delivery systes does
not allow for pictures of lste bresking news over the
weekend or on Monday and Tuesday.

The editorial staff is forced often to fill in
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the front page of the newspaper with pictures which f

don't relate to the news sarticles. when thia happens,

the cutline is worded to tell a complete stcry, and
the picture in itself becomes a pictorial story. :
Kerns mentioned to this writer that he felt that people
are more likeliy to read articles when the picture and
article are related.l® But whether this would apply

to new literates has yet to be researched.

The choice of pictures and the size depends upon
the editor's judgment in relationship to number and

langth of stories on the front page, quality of pictures,

and whether the pictures are newsworthy and space is

available. The editors of News For You try to inciude

pictures which they feel would particularly interest

their readers.
The following table reveals the number of pictures

per issue per category in News For You, and the total

nuaber of column inches devoted to each category. The
number of photographs featuring white and black people

is also revealed.

10kerns, op. cit.
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Gyt o iy moz kB ke b

TABLE 31

TOTAL NUMBER OF PICTURES ARD TOTAL NUMBER OF COLUMN
INCHES PER CATEGORY FROM SEPTEMBER TO JUNE, 1969

 Total

Numbex Total
Category of Column

Pictures Inches
U.S. Hews 214 881%
World News 30 142
Social Problems 21 111
War 16 3€%
Blood/Viclence 6 23
Sports 41 194%
Idolatry 43 195
Picturesque 9 S&%
Animals 6 25
Personality-tie-in 81 413%
Cartoons, Maps 23 94

Total 492 2225%

NG, OF WHITE AND BLACK PICS.
White 256 1035
Black 10€ 433%
Mixed Black & White 31 179%

ol L ¥aY b |

(9]« ) 2 "
Total 423 1899

g




157

Apalysis of Picture Categories
News For You devoted more pictorial space to U.S.

news than any other category, 33l% column inches or

4G per ceat. The only other category receiving more
than 10 per cent of the space was personality-tie-in,
413% column inches or 13 per cent. Personality-tie-in
consisted of pictures of people not well known,
including all the people featured in spotlight on page 4.
sports and idolatry pictures came to g per cent each,
194% and 195 column inches respectively. An 1l% column
inch picture of baseball player Denny Mclain appeared
September 25 on page 1 and was placed in the category
of sports. In that same issue, thres pictures of
television stars (12% column inches) were included on
page 2 and were placed in idolatry.

Animals received the fewest column inches (25)
or 1 pexr cent. Cartoon and maps came to 94 column
inches or &4 per cent. Twenty-eight column inches
were davoted to pictures of blood and violence. Vexry
few pictures of riots and accidents wvere covered in

News For You. The April 30 lssue carried three
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pictures (14 cclumn inches) of spring floods in the

mid-west.

william Hazard reported in a study of people'’s
responses to rews pictures that ‘‘pictures chosen over
other pictures represented the themss of var, war
defense, spectator sports, blood and vioicnce.”ll
| var pictures cams to 36% columa inches or 4 psxr
cent. However, the pictures were not of the Vietnam
war itself, but of pecple in the war. For example,
the April 16 issue carried a 7 column inch picture of
Luci Nugent welcoming her husband hone from Vietnam.

Most of the pictures used in News For You were

of peopls in the news. For example, the February 5
{ssue carried the following pictures on the front page:
Pueblo Commander Lloyd Bucher (3% inches); Kichard
Nixon with Henry Cabot Lodge and lawrence weish (4
inches); Etbei Kennedy (2} inches); & flood picture
in Sacramsato, California (3 inches); and Senator

] Everett Dirksen posing with an Indian boy (6 inches}.

The top story was ‘'‘Bucher Tells of Capture,

Cruelty." Other articles on the front page were:

114{114am R, Hazard, ‘Respcnses to New Pictures: A ~
study in Perceptual Unity." Journalisms Quarterly XXXVII (1960,
ppo 515"52‘00
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“pregident Nixon Mssts the Press;' and “Floods Hit
Californis.” News Briefs had 5 inches of content.
Except for the related atory of Bucher and the California
£lood, the other pictures did not relate to the other
news articles, but served as separsate stories thomeslves.
News For You carried an average of 13.2 pictures
per issuve. The average number of colums inches devoted

to pictures per issue was 50. This makes News Fer You

about 30 per cent pictorial.
White Versus Black Pictures

Since many of the pictures in the newspaper do
not relate tc articles but form stories of their own,
this writer felt that a study of the number of white
and black pictures would add further to the analysis
of whether the newspaper was ‘too black,” indicated by
25 per ceat of the teachers.

1f a picture showed only white people, it was
placed in the white category. The zame procedure was
used for the black catsgory. 1f there were whites
and blacks in the picture, it was placed in the mixed

category. ‘'Other” consisted of pictures of Orientals,
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Snanisin-Americans, Cubans, and American Indians.

Hors thaen half of the plctures in News For You

were white, and one out of Ifour were black. Houwever,
black pictures dominated some of the issues. The
april 2 issue had 3 black pictures (25§ coluan inches)
and 4 whiis pictures (12 column inches). The April lo
issue Tan 7 biack pictures (Ji1 column inches} and

7z white picturss (i3 coluwn inches)j. Except ifor a

one column inch mug picture vi white coluwnist Mary
Stewart, all the pictures on pages £ and 3 were black.

The criticism that News For You sas too black probably

is the result of such lssues,

Though this study doss not attempt to gauge
teacher prejudice, it is possible that some of the
criticien of black history xeflects the teachers'’
prejudice against blacks.

Characteristics of the new literate and subjecte

which interest most readers are discussed in the next

chaptex.
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CHAPTER VI

SOME GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF NEW LITERATES AND
WHAT MOST PEOPLE LIKE TO READ ABOUT

The heterogeneous nature of the readership of News
For You is evident in this study. To write for such &
diverse readership is a monumental task. However, how
wvell the editor judges reader interest may have a grest
deal to do with the success of the newspaper.

who will resd the material’ involves a knowledge
of many characteristics of the j;rolpoct'in readers.
These characteristics include: reading abilities, interests,
age, sex, and ethnic group.

The larger the group of readers, the
harder it is to get a clear picture

of these chsracteristics. It is

harder, too, to determine the character-
istics of readers as their age increases.
1t is harder to get & picture of the
‘who' when we select or write for high
school pupils than for elementaxy
pupils. It is harder still for

members of an adult education class,

and still herder when we write or

select materials for the ‘general

adult' resder. Difference in reading
ability, experiences, interest, and
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intellectual meturity tend to become
greater as the ayerage age of the
group increases. 1

Mrs. Blakely is probably correct in stating

that ‘'there is no typical reader of News For You,* but

there are soms general characteristics which may apply.
The Adult New Literate.-New literates come from
such varied social backgrounds that it is hard to
generalize about them, Many of them are members of
ethnic minorities. They may be foreign-born or have
foreign-born parents. Some have besn reared and live
{in rural areas but meany grow up and continue to live in
blighted sections of town and cities. There are those

who come from broken or foster homes, but others come
2

from relatively stable families.

The new literate, like the rest of us,
started iife as unique persons. Their
E experiences have been interpreted by
5 them in their own ways. They have
varied ideas about themselves, sbout |
their fellow men, about their life :
circumstances, snd about learaing and .
betterment. They differ im outlook as
: vell as in their readiness and ability
] for lesrning. These differences in
§ background and outlook limit the value
] of generalizing about the new literats.

3

The uneducated adult person tends to have & i

Dale and Jeanne §. Chall, "Techniques for Selecting
and Writing Readsble Materials,” Basic Rducation for the Dis-
advantaged Adult: Theory and Practice, op. cit., pp. 267-263.

2curriculum Guide to Adult Basic cation-Beginni
level, op. cit., p. 3.

3ybid.
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typical pattern of social and cultural traits. More ]
than likely, he is poor becauss level of education )
usually goes hand in band with level of income. He
lives in his own world with its own set of values and
attituces. Although he does not read well and is

not well informed, he has strong opinions on a variety
of subjects. He lives for today because today 1s
enough of a challenge. Tomorrow iz more than he can
think about,4

Ihe Disadventaged Youth:-The disadvantaged youngster

bas experienced no logical pattern in life, things

just happen. He lives now, not for the future.

He has little or no experience in setting and proceeding
toward goals and in evaluating or reviewing psst actions

as to whather or not they 'were' worth it. It is
difficult for him to think of future career possibilities
where thers is desperation about the present. The
disadvantaged youth {s precccupied with immediate needs

for money to buy food and clothing.? The disadvantaged
youngster has little room in his scheme for second thoughts,

meditation or planning.

“Robert A, Luke, ed. Tesching the Dissdwaataged pdult
(Washington, D.C: Mational Association for Public Schoo Adult

mtm. 1969). PP 19‘200
. Locetan and Shelly Umans,

W (colu-bh University: Teachers Press,
’» P
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Reading Interests of People
Considerable research has been done in the area

of what people (in general) like to read about. Rupert
Bast reported that the reading intereats of new literates
are not much differeat than those of the more educated
reader. New literates like to read about well-known
personslities and public figures. They like to read
news of other peopls of the same class or occupation as
themselves who have done something remsrkable or to

whoms something unususl has happendd. They are interested
in any item of news which may in soms way affect their
own happiness or condition of life.®

V¥hy People Read

Wilbur Schramm's delayed and immediste rewerd
factor in reading is one of the better known reading
theories. He reported that people read for some
benefit, either immediate or for the future.

The kind of news which may be expected to furaish
immediste revward are news of crims and corruption,
accidents and disastexrs, sports and recrestion, social
events, and humsn interests. Delayed reward may be
sxpected from news of public affairs, economic matters,

6lmmrt M, Bast, "Newspapers for Mew Literates,’
ts and Pa » No. 23 (Paris:

UMRsCo, 1937), p. 29.
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social problems, science, education, weather, and
health,’

vWhen a reader selects delayed reward news, he
jerks himself intc the world of surrounding reality
to which he can adapt himself only by hard work.
This kind of news is read so the reader may be informed
and prepardd.

vwhen the reader salects immediate reward news,
he retreats usually from "the world of threatening
reality toward the dream world.'3 This type of news

pays its rewarxd at once.

A reader [of immediate news! can enjoy
a vicarious experience without any of
the dangers or stresses involved. He
can shiver luxuriously at an axe murder,
shake his head symwpatheticaliliy and
safely at 4 tornado, ideantify himself
with the winning team or [her] with the
society lady who wore a vell-dressed
gown at. the reception for Lady Morgambilt.
News cf the second kind, however, pays
its reard later. It somstimes requires
the readexr to endure unpleasantness or
annoyance-as, for example, when he reads
of the ominous foreign situation, the
mounting national debt, rising taxes,
falling market, scarce housing, cancer,
epidenics, farm blights. It has a kind
of threat value.?

e et 4 A
e o A i Rk Ak

Twilbur Schramm, Mass Communication (Urbans: The
University of Illinois Press, 1949), pp. 290-291.
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Research indicates that new literates, adults
and tesnagers, have "immediate" nueds, and think of
the present, not the future. It seens probable that
the new literate would probably respond more to
imsediate reward than delayed reward news.

However, the amount of “immediate reward' news

printed in News For You was small during the year.

An airplans crash that kills 200 persons over New York
City would probably be of more interest to the new
literate (or educated reader) than an article about a
Congressional meeting debating the ABM System. But
{meediats reward news would probably not be preferred
by the teachers. In this study, the teachers indicated
more space was needed for job information, health, and
budgeting-all delayed reward news.

what People Like to Read, -Douglas Waples and
Ralph Tyler xeported the most important fact is that
peopls liks to read about themselves. The more closely
a subject relates to what is familiar to the given
reader, the more interesting it is.”10

waples and Tyler found that the factors which

lobouslac Waples and Ralph W, Tyler, What Peoplse
Wan: to Read About (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,

1931), p. 9.
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make for differences in reading interest for: sex,
education, amount of schooling, occupation, environmeat,
age, and time spent in reading. The more factors that
groups have in comwmon, the more closely their reading
interests will agree. In other words, groups are
interested in themselves, in people like themselves,
and in problems and situstions with which they can
fdentify.

Hovever, Laster Asheim reported that “intexest
is less important as a factor in detersining what a
person will read than is accessibility."ll Since the

nev literates who read News For You are & captive

audience, it is likely that they will read wnat is
given them, whether they are interested or not.

Nonetheless, if an article were geared to their interest,

they would probably be more motivated to read it.

Reading Interests of Young People

when a child starts to read a newspaper, he
usually begins with the conics and the piﬁtures. He

proceeds to the sports nevws, the human interest, and

? | sensational stories of crime and disaster--all before

111 4gter Ashein, “What Do Adults Read?", Adult Reading
" @d. by Nelson B. Henry, Op. cit., p. 15.

oy L "




168

he makes much use of public affairs news. 12
Among readers ags 10-15, comics sre by far the
most read items in the psper, followed by news pictures
and public affairs cartoons. Readership of news is
far below the readership of pictorial fsatures. Young
(and older) persons in the lower seconomic groups are
more likely to read crims and disaster news than any
other broad cisss of news. 13
Vaples and Tyler reported that younger readers
are interested in problems of youth, They are
intersstad in:
.« COmagnts on merriage and divorce,
eugenics and birth control, education
and choice of vocation. They are
also interested in personality,
nature of human nature and intelligences,
and personal qualities analyzed. But
particularly they are interested in

what is adventurous, the new sar, science
and warfare, aviation and criminals.

Reading Jaoterests of Adults
Older persons are more interested in mature

problems, for exampls, "problems of the Federal

Covernment, the courts, the conservation of natural

resources (an interest characteristic of middle age),

12gchramm, op. cit., p. 293.

- 13y11bur Schramms and David M. White, *Age, Education,

- and Economic Status as Factors in Newspaper Reading,” Mase

léyaples and Tyler, op. cit., p. 101,
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and the money market. Older persons are slso interssted
in the leisure time activities of middle age, of which
the best example is language and the art of conversation.1?
Male Versus Female Reading Interests
As reported by researchers, men and women have
different reading interests. Foreign and national news
is read chiefly by men. Twice as many women as men
read health columns. Men are more interested in sports
than women. Generally speaking, news makes a greater |
appeal to men; features make a greater appeal to women, 10
Asheim reported that women are more interested in
features such as food recipes, styles, love advice,
beauty advice, health, etiquette, and child carc.17
Women read & larger proportion of fiction than
men. Women are less interested in reading about
business and politics than in topics like perscnality

types, marriages, and travel, 18

Topics of Universal Appesl
Thers are a number of topics that are of great
interest to almost all groups. George Klare and Byron

Buck list the following topics of high interest to the

151bid.
160.9:3. L. Bird and Frederic E, Merwin, ''The News

and Society (New York: Prentice-Hall, Inec., 1942), pp. 118-119,
L7asheim, op. cit., p. 12,

18D0031!l Waples, Paople and Print (Chicago: The
University of Chicsgo Press, 1938), p. 85.




170

average reader,l9
1. International attitudes and problems
2. Personal hygiene
3. Self-improvement and happy living
14. Laws and legislation
5. The nature of human nature

6. Cetting along with people

George Gallup in a national survey found newspaper

readers most interested in these five areas:20

1. Health--news of medical science and practice
2. Education--what children are studying

3. Pocketbcok--a people's financial page

4. Personal views--what people think about
local problems

S, People~--personality profila

Gallup reported that the nevs magazines and the
magazines of general circulation owe much of their
circulation success to the articles about peopls.

The concluding chapter consists of the summary,

conclusion and recommsndations of this study.

1 19/ 1are and Buck, op,_cit., P. T4.
20ga1lup, g2, Sit.s Po 72




CHAFTER VII
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1s News For You appropriats for its readers?
The purpose of this study was to try to find this out
from the teachers using ¢he newspaper. The writer
conducted a msil questionnaire sent May 21, 1969, %o
287 teachers subscribing to Hews ¥ox You.

In Chapter I, it xss yevealed that thezs is an
acuts raading problem in the United States with 11 psx
ceat of the adults having less than a fourth-grade
education. Approximstsly 25,000,000 pexsons over &gé
14 have less then an oighth-grads education. The
reading problem appears to be incrsasing. As many as
25 per cent of the children in primary and slemsntary
gradcs today are seriously retardid in rsadinag.

The ssriousness of the problem is that there 1s
1ittle or nothing for people to read with thizd %o
¢1feh-grade veading ability. Mcet of ths sericus
reading msterial published today is above the ninth-~

i71
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grada lovel of reading, inciuding the newspapers.
Hower Kempfer reported that simpler reading material
was nesded for 50,000,000 Americans.

One major reason why commercial publishers have
pot directed easy-to-read periodicals at people with
low reading abilities is because the market has been
scattered snd fragmented. 1In the past, new literates
ware not sarolled on a mass scale in literacy or reading
classes. 1In this study, a nsw literate is an adult
or adolescent with s reading level from third to fifth-
grade.

However, when the Adult Basic Education Act
uas passed in 1964, a defined, captive sudience was
created for supplement educational msterisls. Earollmsent
in Adult Basic Education classes has increased from
37,991 in 1965 to 531,436 in 1969.

Another potential merket for publishexrs of easy-
to-read macerials is Specisl Education. Enrollsent in
Special Education classes Las increased rapidly in the
last few yesars. More than two msillion children were

enrollad in some kind of Special Educsiion class in

,
T IRt ST " 7
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1963-69. Most of these children have reading
disabilities.

One supplement aducational tool found relevant
and practical for new literates has been easy-to-read
newspapers written on a third %zo fifth-grade reading
level. The neuspaper is often one of the first things
that & new literate will want to read.

In Chapter 11, the history of News For You is
covered. It was the first adult weekly newspaper for
new litarates on a national scale in the United States.
Starting a3 a class project in a literacy writing course
at Syracuse University in 1952, the nevwspaper svolved
into & commsrciaily produced newepaper xeaching #
circulation of 101,096 in 1966. it is tabloid size,
11" x 17", four pages. Until the advent of You and
Your World in February, 1969, it was the only national
distributed adult newaspsper in the United States for
new literates.

Nexs For You began nationpal publication in the
fall of 1960. 1Its circulation after the first yaar

was 750. From its beginning, its content has been
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;dult, an< adults comprised most of the readership

in the early years. However, in 1965-66, News For
You discovered from subscription orders and meil from
teachers, that a large number of its readers were
teenagexrs in Special Education, even though the news-
paper was not aimed at young people. Through the
years, News For You developed a liberal philosophy
and published srticles from that viewpoint.

In 1967 after a rapid growth, News For You
suffered its first drop in circulation, a decrease
from 101,096 to 75,316. The circulation continued to
fall for the next %wo years, reaching a low of 52,569
in 1969, The edlitor and publisher of News For You,
Mrs. Caroline Blakely and Robert S, Laubach, respectively,
voiced serious concern over the substantial decrease
in circulation in the last three ysars. The writer
sexved as an assistant editor of News For You from
Septexber, 1563, to June, 1969, and felt competent to
analyze possible reasons for the circulation drop.

In January, 1963, the Chicago Board of Education
cancelled 8 5,000 subscription order because soms of
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the sex sducation articles in the newspaper were ''too
advanced" for the teenagers. This was News For You's
first major confrontation with a conservative school
bosrd. The Chicago cancellation vas the first major
realization of the fact that News For You had to be
written for the teachers and school administration,
as vell as the students. Since the students are a
captive audience snd the teachers control the subscription
orders, the writer felt that the teachers ars the key
pexsonnel the newspaper has to please to stay
competitive in the business.

Until 1969, News For You had no competition.
It was the only adult newspaper for new literates.
However, in February, 1969, an American Education

Publications, You and Your World, entered the merket.

Like News For You, it was aimed at older educable
mentally retarded children, remedial reading students,
slow learning students, retarded resders in disadvantaged
areas and students in Adult Basic Education programe.

You and Your World is & weskly, eight-page

newspaper with editorial offices in Middletown,




Connecticut. VWhile News For You's writing approach

is journalistic, You and Your World's is educational.

The objective of News For You is to print the "news,"

with minor emphasis on providing educational aids for
the teacher. You and Your World publishes articles
from an educational viewpoint with minor emphasis on
topics being “‘current.” The newspaper is geared to
aid the teacher in developing reading skills of the

student. Like News For You, the newspaper is written

at the third to fifth-grade level.
In Chapters III and 1V, the writer discusses
previous research in the area of national periodicals

for new literates. Since News For You was the pioneer

and the only national publication of its kind, previous
research was nonexistent. However, the publigher of
News For You conducted a teacher survey in 1965 and
found that the majority of its readers were teenagers
in Special Education. Another survey by Laubach
Literacy, Inc., in 1966, revealed that the teachers
felt that there was a great need for meterials on

subjects oriented toward daily living and personsl
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improvement. Topics of great need included:
veitizenship,” "health,” "budgeting,"” ‘‘personal
development,’ "family living,” and "job orientation.’”
The survey did not include questions about News For You,
but the writer felt that the teachers' comments would
provide guidelines for subjects printed in News For
You. 1In a 1963 study, Thottukadavil Koshy interviewed
75 adult new literates in Adult Basic Education in
Syracuse, New York, and reported that the subjects the
students selected were close to their interests and
useful to their daily living. For example, “xaking a
budget,” ‘‘shopping for housing,” and "helping chiidren
in school,” ranked high in interest for students.

Most of his students wers female. He also reported
that students and teachers have different subject
interests because their views on life and values are
entirely different. Two cubj;ct:, ‘;agking @ budget"
and "first aid,” however, were ranked high by teacher
and student. Howard Heding and associates conducted
a nationvide survey of 500 teachers in Adult Basic

gducation in 1966-67. Topics which motivated students
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to want to read included (in rank oxder):
1. Get a batter job

2, Vant to read and write letters

3. Read newspasper

4. Help children

5. Want to read the Bible
The prevailing motives to read were oriented toward |

daily living, personal isprovement, and vocationsl

goals.

The methodology used in this study was the msil

questionnaire. A total of 1,173 subscribers were

ordering 30,000 copies of Mews For You the time of the

survey in May, 1969. One out of every four subscribers

on the mailing list was sent s questionnaire. Oﬁt of

237 questionnaires sent, 150 or 52 per cent were
returned; of this number, 6 were termed incomplete or

blank, therefore, the final number of useable questionnaires

was 144 or 50 per cent. The questionnaire used in the
study was adapted from a previous questionnaire developed
by Mews For You. The questionnaire was pretested on
four Adult Basic Education teachers at Viashington Irving
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School, Syracuse. Consisting of 24 questions, the
questionnaire was designed to reveal what teachers

liked and disliked about the newspaper. The 50 per

cent return rate uas considered respectable and high
enough to assure & note of validity that the non-
respondents would not differ substantially from the

respondents, and that bias would not be a distorting

factor in anslyzing and tabulating the returns received.
Being all teachers and using News For You, the universe
«as homogeneous and this contributed to the validity

of the returns.

The findings of the survey were revealed in

Chapter 1V. From the survey, it was found that 43 per
cent of the readers of News For You were teensgers
below age 20 in Special Education classes. Thirty-
seven per cent of the teachers were teaching in Aduilt
Basic Education programs, 37 per cent in Special
Education, and 26 per cent were in classes consisting
of the foreign-born, Awmerican Indian, and Cuban
refugee.

Fifty per cent of the teachers reported that
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the majority of their students were white with 26 per
cent black. Fourteen per cent indicated that their
classes were about half white and half black. Nine
per cent of the students wers foreign-born, American
Indian, and Cuban refugee. Thirty-three per cent of
. the teachers indicated that the majority of their

students were male; 23 per cent female; and 42 per
cent repoited classes with the sexes about even.

The following top five subjects were indicated

by the teachers as needing “more space' in News For You.

Needing ''more space’:

Category Pexrcentage
1. Job Informetion 57.0
2. How to Budget Money 50.0
3. Health 46,0
4. U.5. News 44,0
5. Children Upbringing 33.2

Needing '"less space’:

Category Fercentage
1. Negro History 25.0
2., §Spotlight 15.0
3. Dear Mary 12.0
4. Television 10.4

5. Sports 3.3
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Needing "ac space’:

1.
2,
3.
4,
5'

Category Fercentage
Deax Mary 14.0
Sex Bducation 10.4
Children Upbringing 3.3
Kaligion 3.0
Foods 6.3

A comparisen of subject preference by teachers

{n Adult Basic Education, Special Education, and “Other"

showe a great degree of contrasts among many subjects.

The category ''Other” consists of teachers using the

newspaper in classes for the foreign-born, Cuban refugee,

Amsrican Indian, and classes not designated Adult Basic

Education or Special Education.

Writing for such diversge adult and teensge

readership is difficult. Thirty-eight per cent of the

teachers in Special Education wanted more sports compared

to 19 per cent in Adult Basic Education and 29 per cent

{n “Other." TForty per cent of the teachers in Adult

Basic Education want more space given to foods compared

to 25 per cent in Special Fducation and 16 per cenZ in

“other, *’

However, there were some subjects that

teachers in Adult Basic Education and Special Education
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agree fairly well upon: job informstion--Adult Basic
Education, 53.5 per cent; Special Education, 72 per
cent; budgeting--Adult Basic Education, 53.5 per cent;
special Education, 58.5 per ceat. They also agreed
closely on heslth and childrena updringing. Teachers
in "Other* seldom agreed on subjacts with teachers in
Adult Basic Education and Special Education. They
were wostly interested in world news, gsography, and
history of the U.S.

The survey reveals that the msjority of students
in Adult Basic Education are black and nearly all the
students in Special Education are white. During
1968-69, News For You ran a weekly black history serias.

Thirty-four per cent of the teachers in the category

*Other” felt "less space” was needsd for Negro history,
23 pex ceat of the Special Education teachers and

15 per ceunt of the Adult Basic Education instructorxs
felt the same. 1In general, a large number of the
teachers expressed disapproval over the amount of space
alliotted to blacks during the ysar. It was the most

controversial subject in News For You.
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Tweaty-five per ceat of sll the tsachers
indicated “less space” be giver to Negro history. A
coasidersble nuaber of the tsachers wrote oa the

questionnaire that News For You was ‘‘too black'
oriented. O(Ons Special Education tescher wrots:

This year's issues would leave the
fupression that NFY is beamsd in the
direction of urban arsas constantly
beset with ethnic probiems involving
only colored people and Puerto Ricans.
For this reason, our subscription will
not be renewsd this yea: because the
student population (s middls-class,
seni-urban, all-vhite group) does not
find wuch to relate in the meteriasl.

If we are to bs concerned over racial
or ethaic quections, let's consider

ali of thems without a constant bsxping
on a narrov seloction. 'hat about

the Indians, the Jews, the Migrants,
etc? My group seeas to think you

have a ‘thing' about the colored groups.

In Chapter V, a conteat analysis of the news-
paper reveals the Mnt of sprce devoted to certain
subjects in the newspaper. Categories receiving the
most space in Neus For You during the year weze:

1. People Hot Well Known = 759 column inches

2. Race Relations (Megro history) - 674 columa inches

3. Politics ~ 486% coluan inches
4, Quiz/Essays - 351 colusn inches
5. Dear Mary - 313 columa inches
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The three top subjects indicated by the teachexs

as neading “more space” in the newspaper were given
the following column inches:

&

| 1. Job Information - 204% column inches
| 2. 3udgeting - 133% column inches
3, Health - 148% column inches
A picture analysis of News For You reveals that
the neuspaper printed an average of 13.2 pictures per
fesus. An average of 30 per cent of the newspaper
was devoted to pictures in each issue. The newspaper
devoted 40 per cent of its pictorial space to U.S, news,
and people in the news.

It was found that three out of four pictures

printed in the newspaper featured a white person or
persons. However, in some issues, the number of black
pictures exceeded the number of white pictures. The

eriticism that News For You was ''too black' may have

resulted from such issues.

The characteristics of the new literate are
discussed in Chapter VI along with what zeople like
to read about. Realixzing that there is no "typical

new literats,” only generalizations could be made about
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the nev literate. In general, the new literate does
not think about the future, he is preoccupied with
immediate needs to buy food and clothing. He lives
for the present, and lives in his own world with its
own set of values and attitudes.

GCenerally, people like to read news of other
people of the same class or occupation as themselves
who have done something remarkable or to whom something
unusual ha. happened. Young people like to read about
problems of youth. They are interested in what is
sdventurous; war, science, warfare, aviation, and
crisinals.

Older persons are interested in mature problems
1ike the Federal Government and conservation of natural
resources. Lester Asheim reports that women are
{nterested in features such as food recipes, love
advice, and child care. Men are more interested in
sports, foreign and national news. George Gallup in

a nstional survey found newspaper readsrs most interested

in: -
1. n.lltﬁ - news of medical science and practice
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2. pRducation - what children are studying

3. Pocketbook (momsy) -~ a peopls‘'s financial pags

4. Personal views - what people think about local prob

5. Peopls - personality profiles

lusion and tance of tud

This study should be of practical besefit to
the editorial staff of Mews For You in formulating and
planaing futurs sditorisl policies. It should not be
considered a definitive "answer’ to the circulation
decline of News For You. Mo study could claim that
distinction. At best, it reveals some suggestions
from the teachers which may be 6( significance in
planaing future content.

Teachers indicated they wanted 'more space’
devoted to job information, health, and budgeting.

At present, these are three areas that News For You is

weak in. It has no regular series on any of these
subjects. The editors of News For You might also
consider the negative commeants of the teachers. Twenty-
five per cent of the teachers indicated ‘'less space

for Negro history. Fourteen per cent felt that ‘‘no

space’ was needed for Desr Mary.
; This study should alsc help commsrcial publishers
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who may cousidez similar publications in the future.
Many of ths questions in the survey would be of interest
and importancs to any publisher entering the supplement
edueational field. The study is also i{mportant because
to this writer's knowledge, there has been no other
ressarch ia the area of national periodicals for new

literates. Perhaps this study will lead to further

ressarch in this field. Some possible areas for

espirical research in newspapers for new literates

could include the following: 1) pictorial versus copy-
what do new literates prefer? More picturss? Lass

copy? 1Is thure & desired ratio?; 2) articles with

related photographs vexsus articles with unrelated
photographs. 18 there a difference?; 3) what is the
new literste's reactionm to photographs?; and &) what
newspaper format appsals to the new literate? What

is his resction to different formats, different layouts?

This study may also encourage more pexiodicsls for new

l1iterates. The maxket is growing and all indications

e L S A A L el L L b &

point to a laxge steady merket in the future.




138

Recommendations

News For You should mot be desply concernsd
that You and Your World will cut into its circulation.
It will to some extent, but the maxket for supplessat
materizis is large and diverss snough to sustain both
publications.

However, there are soms things the writer would
like to recommend to the editorial staff of Mews For
You. Its emphasis on "being & sewspsper and providing
the news' should remsin. MNewp For You looks like &
newspaper, and this is one of its strong points. It
should remsin gesred towsrd the adult new literatse,
but its largs tesnage readership in Specisl Education
should not be ignored. MNews For You could retaim its
" adult approsch and appesl to the tesnager st the same
time.

Teachers in Adult Basic Bducation and Specisl
Rducation agreed that more space was seeded for job
information, budgeting, and health. By expandiag into
these thres axess, Meuws JFor You would be appealing to
both intersst groups.
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News For You should elso be critical and
selective of the articles it publishes. Publishers

who publish for a captive sudience, have to recognise
soms of the reslities that go with it.

The space allotied to any subject
sust be influeaced by the judgmesat
of the editorial staff, both on the

of the subject snd
consequent willingness to read about
it, taking into considexatiom the
particular class of reader which
their paper serves.l

When deslimg with teensgers in Specisl Rducatioa,
the problem of subject matter is acuts. The student

way not disspprove controversial subject matter, but

the tescher has the finsl say. The tescher comtrols
the purse string. Harry Passow mentioned that the
“high school is careful to skirt and detour around the
real-11fe problems and controversisl issues of rece
rcﬁltioao. alcoholiss, msterialiss, religiom, politics,
and sex education."?

Thess are subjects that dewmand very careful
attention. The race issue today in the Uaited States
appesxs also to be explosive. Too such ''black news'
or "browa news” in a newspaper with predomimant white

13erelsca and Jamowits, %. p. 537.
2yarxy A. Passouv, "Imstruct Conteat for Depressed
Uzben Centers: Probless and Approsches,"
ed. by John Curtis Gowan and Georgs D, Demos
spr s ,: Charles C. Thomss, 1966), p. 287.
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readership can creste problems as this study has shown.
Many megazines and newspapers employ an
veditorial balance' of content by offering something

to everyons. News For You with only four pages cannot

hope to do the same, however, it could plan its content
with greater cere to avoid ng511-black or all-white’ issuss.
To t;Ii about people as people, not black or white, might
help sase racisl prejudice against the newspaper.

A suggestion by Roland VWolseley that News For You
print moxe *‘pop"’ stuff also desexrves to be considered.3
By ‘‘pop," Wolseley meant popular articles that appeal
to almost everyone, regardiess of race, sex, or age.

Por example, the death of movie actress Judy Garland,

had universsl appeal. An article on the sideburns

and mustache of Jos Namath would probably have a

higher reader interest than an article about President
Nizxon touring the Far East or the Senate debating the ABM
system. This "pop” news is what Schramm refers to as
"{umediate reward' news. If "immediate reward’ news

is done in good taste, the newspaper need not worry

about being labeled "sensational.” The writer suggests

oiseley, op. cit.
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that more "immediste rewsrd’ or '‘pop" neus be published
in the newspsper.

3y providing more editorial balance in its
content and by appealing .to both adult and teenage
readers, News For You should coatimue to be a populsr
periodical for new literates in both Adult Basic
Rducation and Specisl Education. It has proved to
teachers to be an important means of applying and
reinforcing academic skills which are relevant to the

new literate.
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APPENDIX A

COVER 1LETTER, QUESTIONMAIRE AND FOLLOW-UP
LETTER SENT TC TEACHERS USING NEWS FOR YOU
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E CVWS FOR YOU i E Fayette St., Box 131, Syracuse, N. Y. 13210 Tel. 3i5-476.357§
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News for You is a publication of Laubach Literacy, Inc.
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Dear Teacher:

I'm not exaggerating by saying that you are the most important link we
have with our readers. It is also true that your suggestions and com-
ments help guide the planning and content of NEWS FOR YOU.

Each year, we analyze NEWS FOR YOU and seek new ways to improve.
Your thoughts and ideas are sincerely needed to make the paper better
and more effective. Will you please help ?

Your anonymous reply will also help a graduate student at Syracuse
University. He is doing a content analysis of NEWS FOR YOU for

his master's thesis. The results of this survey will greatly con-
tribute to his research.

Kindly fill out this short questionnaire and return it to me within two
weeks. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Caroline Blakely

Editor
NEWS FOR YOU

We are constantly alert to new ideas and
ways to improve NEWS FOR YOU. That's
why we consider feedback from you so
essential and important.
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NEWS FOR YOU Survey

Where do you teach ?

o
L]

(city) (state)
2. How many students do you have reading NEWS FOR YOU?

3. In how many different classes do you use NFY? 1 2 3 4 or more j

4. What edition do you use ? A B both

5. What is the latest issue of NFY you have used?

(date)
6. What difference in reading level do you find between A and B ?
some difference

great difference

little or no difference

no comment

7. How long have you used NFY ?

: 8. How do you feel about the present 4-page size of NFY?
____about right size
_____uneed more pages

already too much reading material

2 no comment
9. Please check the amount of space you would like to see given to the following:

3 , More space Less space Same as now  No space

World news

Sports

U.S. news

Sex education

i Dear Mary

- Negro history

ot prnnr

Job information
Spotlight
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More space Less space Same as now NO space

9. (continued)

News briefs

Crossword puzzle

TV news

Weekly quiz

Foods

How to budget money
Health

Children upbringing

Religion

Science
Other (specify)

10. Would you prefer an 8-page paper ? ‘yes no no comment

11. How do you feel about advertisements in NFY ?
_____makes no difference
__ Iwould like
___TIdon't like

no comment
12. How did you learn about NFY?

advertisement (direct mail, etc.)
friend
administration

_____other (please specify)

13. We publish an annual TEACHER'S GUIDE early in the fall. Do you find it
useful ? yes no no comment

}4. How do most of your students find NFY ?

. easy to read and understand

____fiairly easy to read and understand
fairly hard to read and understand

— too hard to read and understand
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15. We changed our body type and flag of NFY this year. Do you like the new
look? yes  no no comment

16. Have your students ever answered an essay question or crossword puzzle
in NFY and mailed it to us ? yes no

17. What is the estimaied age range of your students ?

18. What race are your students ? mostly white
mostly black

about even

other (please specify)

19. .What sex are your students ? mostly male
mostly female
about even

20. What type of class do you teach? -adult basic

special education

—

other (please specify)

b

21. Is there any article you think should not be in NFY? _yes no

If "yes!' what article?

B Al Al b SERAaLAEE o

why not ?

22. What do you like best about NFY ?

T e T

23. What do you like least about NFY?

24. How could NFY be improved ?

Please enclose the survey in the return
envelope and mail it back to us.- Thank you
very much for your suggestions and comments.

EORTTRAT Ty TR T

"
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FVYS FOR YOU  112% E Fayette st., Box 131, Syracuse, N. Y. 1320 Tel. 315.476.3575

News for You is a publica;tion of Laubach Literacy, Inc.

June 13, 1969

Dear Teacher,
I need your help! Ihaven't heard from you yet regarding our survey on
NEWS FOR YOU. (Remember the short, three-page job a few weeks ago?)

More than 100 teachers have already returned the survey to us, but we
definitely need your comments to complete the survey.

The results of this study will be used to improve the content of NEWS FOR
YOU. It will also be of practical benefit to the whole adult and special edu-
cation programs in the United States. As you may remember, the results
are being tabulated and analyzed by a graduaie student for his master's
thesis.

Pleasc take ten minutes and fill out as much of the survey as you can.

If you can’t spare any time, would you please pass it on
to your second-in-command?

1 urgently need and will be most grateful for your response. Please return
the survey to me in the stamped, return-addressed envelope.

Hopefully, ﬂ“/
7

i. (Mrs.) Caroline Blakely DS @

* Editor, NEWS FOR YOU b o S¥ /7,»’ V -
) v

3 CB/sc ’ , "/ e _

Yes, I would like to see the results.
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APPENDIX B

ADULT BASIC EDUCATION STATE FROGRAM EMROLLMENT
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Total:

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California

Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware )

" Florida

Georgia

Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Towa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland

Massachysetts
Michigarn
Minnesota
Mississippi -
Missouri

Montana

‘Nebraska-

Nevada

. New Hampshire

New Jersey

New Mexico
New York
North Carolina

" North Dakota o

Ohio

Oklahoma
Oregon .
Pennsylvania
Rhode, Island
South Carolina

2

South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont

Virginia

-Washington

Weast V9 rgi nfz
Wisconsin
Wyoming

FY_'65

FY '66

37,991

-

377,660

8,085

- -110 -

3,294
4,329
18,873

2,144
7,858
726
24 ,847
17,173

10,006
18
17,134
1,208
2,503

952

16,126
14,795
"1,037

4,944.

1,697
13,000
1,222
180
4,554

327

. 1,160

417
11,113

1,407
19,421
20,956
90
7,245

6,707

810
4,807
1,074

21,342

31
15,374
49,398
1,257
786

1,506
3,827
9,896
541
291

‘FY_'67

392,299

9,647

379
3,263
5,503

28,795

2,599
8,008
611
32,771,
12,997

3,899

335
17,597
4,833 -
2,834

1,592
9,142
11,436
573

ADULT MSIC SDUCATION STATE ZROGRAN KNROLLIGNTS, 196569

FY '68

. 456,330

11,164
629
3,928
6,000
34,386

2,868
8,226
892

24,473
21,964

5,125
626

24,070

3,827
3,260

1,322
8,308
11,137
1,190
4,232

12,867
13,040
1,911
9,470
5,159

396 .

967
1,348
1,004

9,623

2,875
25,666
43,634

321
10,227

6,072
1,889
10,853
1,315

13,232

672
15,183
44,772

1,625
1,387.

12,885
3,772
13,422
‘1,774
703

197

FY '69*
531,436

13,285
657
4,478
7,080
41,263

3,212

9,658

955
29,123.
26,357

5,689
664
28,884
4,478
3,684

1,481
9,887

13,253 .
1,297

4,951

15,183
15,518
2,198
11,175
6,088

424
1,064
1,388
1,074

11,451

3,249
31,056
52,361

347
12,170

7,044
2,097
13,024
1,460
15,746

719
18,068
53,726 .

1,723
1,456

15,333
4,300
15,570
2,076
731
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ELIGIBLES AND EMROLLMENT IN FEDERALLY SUPPORTRD
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APPENDIX D

DATA CONCERNING STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION FROGRAMS
POR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN, 1967-68
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News For You

Voiumne 1

MAY 11, 1959

Number 11

Mys. Blakely and Her Children

Mrs. Caroline Blakely finished coliege
after she had five children. Here she is
wearing her graduation "cap and gown. "
She is studying at Syracuse University
School of Journalism now. She hopes to
write {or "uew readers' in our counfry.

Mother’s Day
By A Mother

Mother's Day is a special day. It is
the day that we honor our mothers, It is
the day that we wear a red flower to show
that our mother is living, or a white one
to show that she isn't.

Do you know how Mother's Day start-
ed ? Miss Ann Jarvis of Philadelphia had
the idea in 1907. She and her friends hon-
ored their mothers one Sunday in May.
The idea spread. In 1912, Precident Wil-
son sigred the Mother's Day Bill. it de-
clared that the second Sunday in May is
a special day to honor mothers.

Last Sunday was Mother’'s Day. I sat
in church with a red flower on my front
and I said “*Thank you, God.' And I re-
membered Mother.

Iremember Mother early in the morn-
ing. I used to wake up to music. No, it
wasn't theradic. It was my mother sing-
ing. "Sing them over again to me, Won-
derful words of life, '"she sangthe words
as she bent over the wash tub. And I knew
it was time to get up.

And I remember Mother at breakfast
time. I can almost see her now with a
frying pan in one hand and a Bible in the
other. Sometimes the biscuits would burn
or the eggs would be cold. But we received
"the Bread of Life’' along with our break-

fast.

And then came time f{or school. [ re-
member Mother as she inspected us.
Then she kissed us and said, "Now don't
forget who you are." (How could w¢ for-
get? She was always therce toremind us.

Herter Is Ready For Geneva

Mzrs. Luce Quits

Mrs. Clare Booth Luce resigned on
April 30th. She was the new ambassador
to Brazil. President Eisenhcower appoin-
ted her to be ambassador, but Mrs. Luce
decided not to go to Brazil.

President Eisenhower talked {o her
for one hour. He asked herto change her
decision. She didn't agree. She said fo
the Presiden:, "I wanted to serve you
and my country, But now I can't."

Sexator Morse spoke against Mrs.
Luce. He said, "She is not a wise lady.
She isn't prepared to become ambassa-
dor. "

Mrs. Luce said, "Senator Morse has
insulted me. He is the chairman of the
subcommittee that controls Latin Amex:i~
can affairs. He is gcing to make my job
difficuit. That's why I have resigned."

Mrs. Luce's husband is the chief ed-
itor of Time Magazine. He asked her to
resign. He sa2id lo her, "Your poiitical
enemies aren’t goingto let you do a good
job. So you ought to resign.

SPORTS _____

PATTERSON STILL "CHAMP"
Floyd Patterszon is still World Heavy-
weight Boxing Champion.

Patterson knocked out the Englishman
Brian London in the eleventh round.

The next challenger is going to be a

Swede. His name is Ingemar Johanson.

He will fizht Patterson this summer.

Some words I remember especially.
""You can do anything you want to," she
used to siy. ""VYou can do anything if you
try hard enough and believe." And she
believed. She wasn’t surprised when my
sister won a scholarship to Vassar Col-
lege. She just said, ''Let’s thank God.
And we did.

And the last thing before we would go
to sleep at night, we would hear Mothker
say, '"May the Lord wafch over you
through the night. :* He always did, and
so did she.

This is the way I remembered my
mother as I sat in church on Mother's
Day. I looked at the bulletin and read,
"God couldnot be everywhere, and so He
made mothers. ' {8 Jewish Proverb).

And I thought, ""Maybe that's how He
¢an be everywhere. "

Secretary of State Christian Herter
returned from Paris last week. He went
to Paris to meet withthe Foreign Minis-
ters of Great Britain, France and West
Germany. They made plans for Western
Berlin Poiicy.

Mr. Hertertold President Eisenhower
about the meeting. He said that the meet-
ing was successful. He said that the
Westernforeign ministers agreed topro-
tect the rights of people in West Berlin.
He said that they agreed on a plan to
unite Germany.

The plan is teestablisha commission
in Germany. The commission wili include
West Berlin and East Berlin. The com-
mission will work 10 increase trade be-
tween East Germany and West Germany.
It will work for political freedom in both
parts of Germany.

Perhaps the commiszsion will make it
possible to hold anelection for a central
government in about three years.

The forcign ministers are going to
preseunt the plan to Russia at the Geneva
Conference on May 11, Mr. Herter said
that the west will not drop this plan just
because Russia doesn't like it.

However, the western powers will
not go to the conferencz saying, '"take
it or leave it.*' "We are willing fo talk
with Russia about a just and durable
peace,* said Mr. Herter.

May Day Around the World

The New York Times said "May Day
is the symbo! of & divided world. "

It is interesting to notice how differ-
ent countries ceiebrated May Day.

In Moscow there were *'hula hoops'
and balloons. There were onlya few sol-
diers. This was quite a change from last
year.

But in East Berlin half a miliion
people came to Marx-Engels Square.
Theycame to see Russia'spowerful Ber-
lin army.

In West Berlin a crowd of half a mil-
lion went to the Square of the Republic.
No one asked the crowd to come to the
Squarc. But they came. They wanted to
tell the world, "Berlinwill remainfree."

Yugoslavia was gay. There were folk
dances, concerts and sports events.

In Rome, miliions went to a May Day
mass for peace. The mass was said by
Pope John ir: St. Peter's Church.

Peiping had a big celebration. The Pan-
chen Lama, from Tibet, was in Peiping.
He ig China’a puppet ruler of Tibet.

399
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SPEAKING—-Police help Mrs. Corstta King
seach 8 church in Charleston, Seuth
Careline. Mrx. King spoke at the church in
support of striking hospital workers.

Nixon wants

anti-smut laws

Amesicans ar.  receiving meore
“dirty” mail than ever before in
history. it is called smut mail.

President Nixon asked Congress 1o
pass three laws to protect people
against smut mail,

If they are passed, no one can
send smut mail to anyone under 18.
No onc can advertise to get people to
buy *‘dirty” books or other
materials. And people can put their
names on 3 lis{ at the Post Office. If
their names are on the list, no one
can send them smut mail.

& rert. »

The winner
Masjestic Prince races 0 the finish Jine to
win. He won the Kentucky Derby Mey 3.
Joctey Bl Hartack scored his fifth Derby
win. One of the people watching Majestic
Prince was Presidmt Nixan. He didn’t bet
on 8 horse. But he ssid he liked eny
horse from his homs, California.

MARCHING—Rev. Raiph Abemasthy and
his wifa, Jusrita, merched i Chasfeston
wits the workers. He was arvested for his
portin the march. Strikiars want union rights.

j
Y

Strike goes on in Charleston

A civil rights battl: poes on in
Charleston,South  Carolina.  About
400 Negro hospital workers are on
sirik2. They want higher pay. They
wan{ the state to recognize their
union.

Chaileston is upset. Somz 800
National Guardsmen are in  the
streets, They have ipaded rifles and
tear gas. The city jail is full. A
cusfew keeps people home at night.

The strike began March 20. The
hospital workers formed a union. It
was to protest wages of $1.30 to
$1.80 an hour. The union president
and 1l other union members were
fired.

The state owns 2nd operates the
hosnitals. Govemnor Robert McNair
said the state can’t bargain with a
union. A court order was made
against picketing. It said only 10

-_~Z

Coast to coast for 100 years

Mey 10 wae the 100th anniversery of the cosst-to-cosst railrosd. This pickure is 100 yeers old. It
shows ¢ » Central Pacific railroed (left) mesting the Union Pacific iright} at Fromontory, Utsh.
The two enginesrs are shaking hands in the center of the picturs. In the background, workers
ors placing the fest il in the tracks thet. joined the emst and west

U.S. looks at hints of peace

U.S. leaders hoped Vietnam peace
migli¢ be closer. They thouzht North
Vietnam hinted it was ready for
peace.

First, Nortn Vietnam asked a Red
Cross officiai to visit the country.

News For You
gets bigger

News For You is bigger this week.

You wil] find morc news. You will
find more sports news. You will find
a special four-page scction in the
middle. This spccial scction is all
about jobs. If you arc working now,
or arc looking for a job, or want to
cliange jobs ~ we think you'll like
this special section.

This is our first cight-page issue.
Next week, we will go back tc our
good old four pages.

The U.S. hopes North Vietnam will
talk about American prisoners. There
are 400 prisoners in North Vietnam.
No one knows if they arc treated
well. The prisoners do not send
much maif home.

Second, Lc Duc Tho is back ia
Paris. He is the political leader of the
North’s peace taikers. He has bech in
North Victnam scveral wecks. Whilc
he was ithere, the North began new
attacks in South Victnam. The U.S.
hopes the attacks will stop now that
Tho is in Paris.

Third, 2 North Victnamese leader
madc an important speech. He said
the U.S. must “continuc” to slow
down the war. U.S, lcaders say the
word “continuc™ is a good sign. It
means the North thinks the U.S. has
alrcady slowed down the war. it is
the: figst time the Nerth said the US,
rcally wants peace.

persons can be in a picket line. More
than 500 persons were amested for
disobeying this court order.

One of the persons amrested was
the Reverend Ralph Abernathy. He
heads the Southem Christian
Leadership Conference. This civil
rights organization was started by
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Abemathy said the strike was 2 civil
rights issue.

Mrs. Coretta King also came to
Chareston. She said she will retum
with people from all walks of life.

The strike didn’t hurt the
hospitals much. They hired persons
who weren't union members. Other
statc workers are watching. If the
hospital workers win a union
con:tract, others may strike.

News Briefs

@ Northem Ircland has a2 new prime
minister. He is Major James
Chichester-Clark. He replaced
Terence ONeill.

@ French voters will clect 2 new
president. The election will be June
1. Voters will clect a president to
replace Charles deGaulle.

® New Mexico decided to end its
Medicaid program. State officials
said the program costs too much.
Medicaid is a state-run program of
health care.

@ Cairo, llinois, had racial troubles
recently. Police said therewere many
bombings. Snipers shot at firemen
fighting fires. Reverend Gerald
Montroy, a Catholic priest, said
white racists started it. He said
Negroes need jobs, housing, and
recreation.

@ Don’t save your pennies. The
Government needs them. The U.S.
Treasury says there aren’t enough
pennies. The mint (where they make
coins) in Denver, Colorado, is
working night and day to make more
pennies.

Up again
Postmester Genersl Winton Blount seid
stomps will cost more. Fist class meil will
0 up 10 ssven cents. Second and third
ciass meil will cost mors, too.
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PERSONS AGE 25 AND OVER WITH LESS THAN
FIVE YEARS OF SCHOOLING
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Persons 25 and Over with l:ess Than
o Years of Schooling

Persons (in thousands) Percent in Age Group
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 0 5 o I5 2 25

g
i
|
i

New York T ey ;
Texas AN DN AP AL | =3
California ) ‘ - ‘ e ;:]
Pennsylvoria - = HREERNS |
North Garaing a— P M
IHlinois - : — e I |
Georgio - D DR | T SRS |
Louisicna S 5| = PRI 525 |
Ohio R - 3 T}
Teanessee | 3 MENEARCARS
Virginia = A - 3 ; . T g
Alobomo — S | e
riorida A - R | SRR
New Jersey e 3 ' TR |
South Coraling §___ 3 e R |
Kentucky - - R | Ty
Mississippi OISR | T 4,.,.A.vy.fx._v_,_q,...,,,gg
Massachusetts &~ - - ——7 . | A
Missouri S e
Arkansas F——— AT QeI |
Morylond TP
Indiana AR |
Wisconsin S ) B
Oklhoma ;S ' :
West Virginia [ - % ] AR N RS i
Connecticut R : ' T
Minnesota - 2 l
Arizona e
Washington
New Mexico =1
Howaii PR
lowa =
Konsos S U S. TOTAL
Colorada | e |
8.3 MILLION

Rhode Island 3
Oregon g with less than S years
0.C. Al | of schooling
Nebraska % |

. 8.3 PERCENT
Maine & ;
North Dokata ¢34 of persons 25 years =
Delaware and over . b
South Dakata
New Hompshire . ;::3
Montona a § | Py
Utah ! ]
Idaha : i 3 i
Aloska T i
Yermont ; :
Wyoming i l
Nevada ; j

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare based on 1960 census
data supplied by the U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF NATIONAL DATA ON STUDENTS IN ADULT BASIC EDUCATION

The following information represents the highlights of a national
survey of students in the -Adult Basic Education Program, administered
under authority of the Adult Education Act of i966. This survey was a
_joint effort of the U.S. Office of Education and the State and local
public school systems. The overall project, including the planning,
implementation and final processing of data, represents three years of
work.

_ The actual interviewing of students and completion of questionnaires
took place between February and July, 1967. Only new enrollees were
included in the survey and approximately 94,000 completed questionnaires

. were received and processed.- This represents almost one-fourth of the
total enrollment.of 406,000 during the 1966~-67 school year. Every State,
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands were included

in this survey.

. It should be noted that since a few questionnaires failed .to report
information in some categories, percentages included in this summary do

" pnot total 100%.

1. Race or National Origin

White .ecease.. 56.6% T " Mexican American.........5.5% t
Negro eeceeceecees 33.3% o _ American Indian ........ 8%
Oriental..cccco.. 2.3% o Puerto Rican cececessll.1Z

- . 2. " Sex

. . :: '-‘1oq - '.._.. 42.5% - - . -"4 Fmales ’ "-....-'...-56.17.'

e o e

White Males ..... 49.2%2° White FemaleS ..occccess49.67
Negro Males ..... 33.22 - ; © . Negro Females ceceneeeedd5. 7%

d
;-
g
%
. 3
=
S
2
7
-7 3
-
{
- 3
3
B
7
i
v
&
;2
i
»
%
=
»
”~<
¥
v
.

3. - Marital and Family Status . SR T

-7 Married v.eee.e.. 58.1% - .- . 7 . Divorced, Widowed .
Single ......... 26.1% = - ' -or Separated Ceeeeg15.7% 2L
] 3 o " .- . - Heads of Families T
ST .-~ or main Wage :
- : ' . ... Earners _  _ .sesss 48.42

4. Income and Employment

-a. Individual Student Income

. Under $3,000 per year wvee 93.9%

- - Between $3,000 and $4,000 per year - 8.8%
' Between $4,000 and $6,000 per year . - 9.0%
Over $6,000 per year . . . . " 5.4%

L

No information .= - - S 22.9%
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‘e b. Family Income S j
~ Under $3,000 per year - 37.6%4 . ;
Between $3,000 and $4,000 i
per year . 13.4% ;
Between $4,000 and $6,000 o !
per year - 16.52 - - T 1
Over $6,000 per year : 15.5%2 - - ‘ :
No information _ 17 % v ?
"
c. Employed ...........‘........... 54.4% ;
F‘-‘ll"Time ooooooo,oooaooooo 4206./. " ; N “"‘,-; 4
Part"Time o0 0000000080000 11087-
Unemployed 39.9% S
Seeking Employment ' 14 Z
Not Seeking Employment 25.9% i
d. 1In Program to get jcb or a _
better jOb _.--...............__29 z’_ .. I//
In program for general self-
improvement ......cccc0000000. 63 %
5. Welfare recipients vescsee 19;52- .
Title V Welfare Work-Experience L
Program coceses 1.4
6. Home and Class location o o . .

8. Urban Area .ecccccecccccococcce 63:@%

Rural Area .....ccccceeeeeveces 28.4% ’
" b. Public School Location ......... 84 Z. . )
. Non-school Location ceesvieas 15 X s oe. T
g . 7. .Age ‘ o R A
i i R " @. 18 to 24 years of age .c.ceseeses 17.5% - .‘13"_-fﬂ’ L ;, e
; - 25 to 44 years of age ..eceeeess 46.52 0 0 T ’ "

45 to 54 years Of age .......... 15.5%- 0 T o T

55 and over " eesesssces 10.9% .
45 and younger - cessescses 64 7

; . b. Whites, between 18 and 24 ..... 68.1% )
3 Negroes, yetweed 18 and 24 ..... 24.7%
E f:{: :‘ . .
>,_‘-,;_;' » -
FTT > Z ROS 4 h 2 2 b Ly i R 5 i
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¢. Welfare Recipients, Between 18 and 24 ....... 16.1%
Welfare Recipients, Between 25 and 34 ‘...... 20.1%
Welfare Recipients, Between 35 and 44 ....... 20.4%
Welfare Recipients, Between 45 and 54 ....... 20.4%
Welfare Recipients, 355 and over ceeesse 19.92

8. Grade Levels

a. Before entering program

Grade 0 o oo 3.8% Grade 7"8 L) 027 . 6%
Grade 1"3. . a13a 17. ® Grade 9"11. °e 18.72

Grade 4"'6. ] .26.87. . Grade 12 eece 6.31

b. Current Grade levels
Grade 1-3...21.67%
Grade 4-6...27.3%
Grade 7-8...32.2%

The above represents only a very small part of  the total package of data
and information on the student population in Adult Basic Education. You
will find much more detailed data on the attached print<ut including

two and one-half (2 1/2) pages of data on Race, -one-half (1/2) page on

grade levels, and one (1) page on Age.

We hope to conduct similar surveys of program participants in the future.
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